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Cochran speaks out on racism 


By Lucy Sanchez 
Staff writer 


TRENTON - Johnnie Cochran attacks racism in America. 
Social crusader for change, infamous trial attorney and host of 
weekly talk show “Cochran and Company,” Johnnie Cochran 
made a special appearance on New Jersey Networks Public 
Television prog-am “Due Process,” with host Raymond 
Brown on January 6, 1999. 

Acclaimed defense attorney discusses his rise to fame with 
mf -profile clients such as O.J, Simpson, Michael Jackson, 

Reginald Denny. During his thirty years of practice, 
cocked has become an advocate for justice in the American 
police force and judicial system. In an interview with City 
News, Cochran stated the best way to deal with the issue of 

racism and police brutality is to first admit that it really does 


xist. 
“I don’t want to paint all the New Jersey troopers or the 
nt with one brush,” said Cochran. “I wouldn’t do 
that. I just look at the cases that I know about and those cases 
are real disturbing.” 

Cochran is presently defending a group of four students 
who were meins to a college basketball game in North Car- 
Olina, The police fired up to twelve shots into the van while 
attempting to pull them over. All of the young men are hospi- 
talized with severe injuries. 

“This case cries out for justice...” said Cochran. “They 
are victims. ‘They're like you and your family and your broth- 
ers. They were trying to go to school. They were trying to 
better themselves in this country and now their lives have been 
changed forever.” 

Police brutality and excessive use of force are major issues 
in the African-American community. While some question 
the urgency of this issue, a polarized relationship is develop- 
ing between the men in blue and the people who they have 
vowed to protect. A healing process must take place to recon- 
cile the differences. People should be stopped for doing 
wrong or unjust acts and not because of their skin color or eth- 
nicity. Cochran stated the most viable solution is for police to 
be held accountable for their actions. 

“You have to take a look at the statistics of who is 
stopped,” said Cochran. “African-Americans are only 12 per- 
cent of the population. Look at the numbers of how many are 

stopped, approximately 70 percent. What does that tell you? 
We're the only ones that are driving fast on the turnpike. I 
don’t think so! 

Solutions for this injustice lies in accountability and a lit- 
tle bit of soul searching states Cochran. The newly installed 
cameras in police cars will help police make righteous arrests 
and igea soph. J “You have a;case of the good cops fear- 
ing the bad cops,” statedCochran, “The individual rome 
who are out there kee to. look within themselves to say I'm 
not going to be a part of this. When they step up to say they're 
not going to be a part of it, they make a diffe ference. It’s too 

be J to wipe away a whole segment of society and ap they are 
\ i Hispanic- 
re eh and you're stopped and kept on the | umpike for 


attacked when you speak on volatile issues in America such as 
racism and police brutality; however, those are the only way 
changes occur. Dismissing the problem does not make it go 
away. Ignorance keeps one away from knowledge. 

“A society where more attention is paid to incarceration 
than education is in trouble,” said Cochran. “We need to get 
back to education. Knowledge is power. For us to come to 
understand each other in a diverse society we have to under- 
stand more about each other. It’s not enough to just look at 
somebody and just judge them by their color and skin in 
America. We all need to try to understand each others back- 

more,” 


Education coupled with courage were the imperative 
remedies suggested by Cochran to help correct the race prob- 
Jem in America. “If you have a safe job and say ‘well I better 
not rock the boat,’ and never make any changes,” said 
Cochran, “then you don’t make us the great nation that we 
should be. Imagine if Rosa Parks had decided on that bus back 
there in Montgomery that she would just sit in the back of the 
bus. If she hadn’t had that courage or if Dr. King hadn’t said 


Johnnie Cochran during the taping of “Due Process,” 
the constitution promises certain things about equal treatment 
for all citizens. .. We kid ourselves when we say ‘oh everything 
i omebody has to speak up because you can’t 

ind in thi If you care about this 


The famed attorney definitely stood up to the plate when 
asked about everything ranging from his optimism with the 
release of political prisoner Mumia Abu-Jamal to dealing with 
the impeachment of President Clinton. His outspoken charac- 
teristic and personal endeavors for equality has led him to 
prestigious milestones such as the 1995 “Lawyer of the Year,” 
by The National Journal, the “Trumpet Award,” from the 


with host Raymond Brown. 


Turner Broadcasting System, Inc. in 1996, a member of the 
International Academy of Trial Lawyers and The American 
College of Trial Lawyers, the founding chairperson of the 
Domestic Violence Council of Los Angeles county and the 
founder of the Law Firm, “Cochran, Atkins & Evans” in 
Washington, DC. 

“Due Process,” the weekly legal affairs series that 
explores contemporary legal issues concerning New Jersey 
will launch off its fourth season on NJN with Cochran, Part 
one will air on Wednesday, January 13, at 6:30 p.m. and part 
two will air on the following Wednesday, January 20, at 6:30 
pm. 


White House wants to 
force an early impeachment 


lawyers have discussed presenting, at the start of 
the trial, a comprehensive, single motion to dis- 
miss the case against Clinton on a variety of 


John Solomon 
Kade ree wrier 


‘WASHINGTON (AP) - The White House is 

jing a trial strategy to force an early vote 

to show that the Senate cannot muster the two- 

thinh niea o 
ton, presidential advisers said. 


'harges, 
possibly that the articles. were improperly 
approved by a lame-duck House. 


‘The advisers said the goal is to give Clinton’s 


Republicans ‘to present 
witnesses and evidence at a lengthy trial that the 
public has indicated it does not want. 

“Once we show the two-thirds is not there, 
the message is it’s just a show trial with no chance 
of conviction. And every day we can remind the 
public of that,” said one White House official, 
who spoke only on condition of anonymity. 

Much depends on the format the Republican 
‘Senate majority chooses for the first trial of pres- 
‘ident in 130 years and what mules are put in place. 
Senate Majority Leader Trent Lott called 
oiee a wih con sd 


Clinton faces two articles of impeachment 


Presidential advisers said a “test vote” could 
be forced in several ways. If the Senate adopts 
impeachment trials, a motion 


If that motion isn't made or kept from a vote, 
es cues ave Nore Wier a 
nator could make a motion to table 
or adjourn pri trial before evidence is presented. 
adviser, who spoke on condition of 
anonymity, said the test vote has become a key 
part of an evolving White House strategy. Losing 
the vote isn’t a concem as long as 34 or more sen- 
ators - enough to block conviction - support the 
motion, the adviser said. 
“We see such a vote as ade facto end to any 
aa oe facto a a He eevee 


Repub vio supporta l ial it wit 
nesses already have a well-honed argument for 
going forward; it’s unfair to predict how senators 
will vote until they've heard all the evidence. 

“It's one thing to read a cold record, an un- 
cross-examined record, and another thing to listen 
to the witness, to hear them cross-examined, to 
find out the holes in their stories,” Sen. Rick San- 
torum, R-Pa., said. 

Presidential aides, however, are banking that 
public Approval of Cho's job psformance and 


by a sim- 


House official said presidential 


Atrial will work to Clinton’s 
Sede a ice WG the Sanare fanr sions 


President William Jeferson Clinton 
there aren't enough votes teonvict. 

The unfolding events sggest a trial, whatey- 
er the format, will hinge le$ on legal maneuver 
ing than political gamesmiaiighip. 

Publicly, the White Houge is being careful to 
avoid any suggestion it s ying to pressure the 
Senate. “The president is Ioking for a process 
that is fair, bipartisan and @xpeditious. .... We'll 
prefer to let the Senate do it business and let the 
Senate know on an informal basis,” press secre- 


tary Joe Lockhart said Wednesday. 
In private, White House lawyers are devel- 
oping a lengthy and aggressive legal defense if 
the case goes to trial 

The test vote emerged from a plan that was 
developed by Sens. Joseph Lieberman, D-Conn., 
and Slade Gorton, R-Wash., and floated by Lott a 
week ago. When conservatives objected to the 
test vote and possible move to censure, Lott capit- 
ulated. 


White South 
African 
Council blocks 
promised 


land to blacks 


By Pat Reber 


BROEDERSTROOM, South Africa (AP) - 
The ancestors of 98-year-old Obed Moja lived in 
these green hills long before the white Pretorius 
family arrived and made the Mojas landless 
sharecroppers in the late 1800s. 

Now a white political activist who is fasting 
to make his point wants to give the land back to 
the Mojas and other black families. 

But Roger Roman, 45, who bought the his- 
toric farm in 1995, is being blocked by a nearly 
all-white town council with a firm majority of 


Rautenbach says he agrees in principle with giv- 
ing land to “those poor people,” but that neigh- 
bors have complained Roman was not keeping 
up to health standards, 

‘The obstacles illustrate how far South Africa 
has to travel in resolving one of the most press- 
ing legacies of 300 years of white oppression: 27 
abs of all black families continue to live as 

;, tenants or squatters on land they 
air ete eee jibe 1996 cen- 
sus. 

“The apartheid system is continuing and 
continuing under these guys,” said Phillip 
Rafedile, 48, a high school teacher whose fore- 
bears farmed the Pretorius land under near-feu- 
dal conditions. 

After apartheid ended with the first democ- 
ratic elections in 1994, President Nelson Man- 
dela assured landless blacks that their problems 
would be solved. 

Nearly 40,000 individual and 
land claims have been filed with the government 
under a deadline that expires today. About 27 

nearly 


ie settled so far. 

For the Mojas and Rafediles, who live on 
the 32-acre farm along with eight other families, 
there also are under the 1997 Land 
‘Tenure act that forbids landowners from evicting 
laborers. 

But many rural blacks are unaware of their 
residency rights. Some landowners hurried to 
kick blacks off their land before the law went 
into effect, contributing to the creation of squat- 
ter camps. 

At one such camp set up by the local coun- 
cil, about 50 families live in shacks next to a 
sewage plant where human excrement is dried 
and stored for use as fertilizer. 


wind blow in winter and roasts in the summer. 
The floors are packed dirt. 

tale a a all We'can'Cevea spcak 
and let you use our names,” one resident at the 
camp said on condition of anonymity. 

‘At Roman's farm, about six miles from the 


“I love coming a This is where I was 
bom,” said Rafedile’s niece, Mary Rate, 33, 
who works in an office in a nearby tor 

Obed Moja retired to the farm afier years of 
working as a servant in Johannesburg. 

Roman says he cannot afford to build new 
houses for all the families on his land. But if each 
family receives title to a plot, they can apply for 
government sul 

“My plan makes s$ sense legally, morally and 
financially,” Roman said. 

Part of the problem is the lack of precedent 
in deeding land to laborers. Several farmers have 
set up businesses to be run by their laborers, but 
actual land transfers have been rare. 

Nearby landowners have formed a commit- 


up African National 
elections. Roman says he has no political aspira- 
tions. 

The town council, meanwhile, claims it has 
the authority to approve deed transfers and is 
resisting Roman's plan because of health viola- 
tions. Rautenbach, the mayor, says the levels of 
E.coli in river water are unacceptably high. 

A national land affairs official, A Bal- 
iia said there was no question that the 
national law protecting farm residents takes 
precedence over the council’s by-laws. 

She said she hoped more rural land owners, 
who have been targeted in slayings and robberies 
by landless blacks, would take Roman's lead in 
cultivating reconciliation among their laborers. 

A business consultant who has advised pri- 
vate industry on equal employment and other 
issues, Roman has lost 35 pounds since starting 
to fast Nov. 25. He drinks liquids and eats some 
fruits. 

“I will stop fasting when enough landowi 
ers start working at this idea,” he said. “Yon 
my choice, but I’m willing to die.” 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13 


NEW BRUNSWICK Central 
Jersey Job Developers Association's 
Annual Job Fair at Rutgers Labor 
Education Center Ryders Lane, off 
route 1 from 9a.m. to 1p.m. (973) 
(732) 846-4018 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 14 


NEWARK — The Newark Public 
Library Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., 
Annual Lecture presented by Rev. 
Dr, William D. Watley, Senior Pastor 
of St. James AME Church of Newark 
at Centennial Hall 6 p.m. (973)733- 


NEWARK — The Experts Hard Point 
Karate World Championships at 7:30 
p.m. at Robert Treat Hotel Ticket 
Price $15.00 - $25.00 (973) 623- 
6419. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 


CLIFFSIDE PARK — Single Faces 
Inc. will host a singles function at the 
Palisadium beginning at 9 p.m. (201) 
224-2022. 


‘SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 


CLARK — Union County Board of 
Chosen Freeholders and the Division 
of Cultural and Heritage Affairs will 
sponsor a GRANT WRITING WORK- 
SHOP: How to plan and construct a 
winning proposal from 9 a.m. - 
3:30p.m. at Clark Public Library, 303 
Westfield Avenue the cost is $15.00 
(including lunch) each additional per- 
son is $10.00 (908) 558-2550. 


HEMPSTEAD — Hofstra University 
College Saturday Classes for Young 
People Open House. For children 
ages 3-18 from noon - 3p.m. (516) 
463-5993. 


NEWARK — Second Annual Men of 
Valor Breakfast and awards celebra- 
tion at the Robert Treat Hotel, 50 
Park Place for more information call 
(732) 424-9697. 


NEWARK — Essex County College 
will offer registration for non-matricu- 
lating students beginning at 9 a.m. 
(973) 877-3054. 


NEWARK — The New Jersey 
Historical Society presents an art 
activity expo for families beginning at 
1 p.m. (973) 596-8500. 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 
EDISON — Single Faces Inc. pre- 


sents a singles function at Pines 
Manor beginning at 8 p.m. (732) 287- 
2222 


MORRISTOWN — The College of 


Saint Elizabeth presents an at 
exhibit of masterpiece 
beginning at 5 m. (973) 280-4442. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 19 


MARTINSVILLE — Martinsville 
Upper School will host a open house 
of its academic programs beginning 
at 7 p.m. (973) 379-4550. 


WEST ORANGE — The Essex 
County Clerks Office presents a town 
hall meeting at West Orange Town 
Hall beginning at 1 p.m. (973) 621- 
2848. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20 


HEMPSTEAD — Hofstra University 
college will hold their University 
College Open House where they will 
discuss activities, courses, trips and 
programs from 6p.m. to 8p.m. the 
Student Center Dining Room East. 
(516) 463-5993. 


TRENTON — The New Jersey State 
Museum presents an exhibit on the 
Holocust entitled Witness and 
Legacy beginning at 9 a.m. (609) 
292-6464. 


NEWARK — The New Jersey 
Historical Society presents a series 
on New Jersey Breweries with fea- 
tured speaker Tim Schafer beginning 
at 12 p.m. (973) 596-8500. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 22 


NEWARK — New Jersey Symphony 
Orchestra presents a classical con- 
cert with special guest Wagner Der 
Ring Festival beginning at 8 p.m. 1- 
800-255-3476. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 23 


NEWARK — Hooray for Children pro- 
gram: Sharon McGruder, from the 
McCarter Theatre shares the rich- 
ness of the African American Culture 
beginning at 2 p.m. (973) 733-7798. 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 24 


SOMERSET — Single Faces Inc. will 
hold a singles function at McATEERS 
beginning at 8 p.m. (732) 469-2522. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 25 


CLARK — Clark Public Library pre- 
sents a book discussion on the novel 
One True Thing beginning at 7 p.m. 
(732) 388-5999. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 26 


STONE HARBOR — The Westland 
Institute presents a discussion on the 
state of the countries national parks 
beginning at 12:30 P.M. (609) 368- 
1211. 


Elizabeth resident receives 
scholarship iro Union County 


ELIZABETH — Curtis Lea (right ) was fecently named the reciplent of the 
Lincoln Technical Institute/ Linda Stender Scholarship. Lee received ti 

scholarship from Union County Freeholder Stender (left). Lee, a sabano 
Elizabeth, i an automotive technician student at Lincoln Tech's campus in 
Union. “With this scholarship, | feel | can really get the education I've 
always wanted and get a job | will enjoy Lee said. 


Social worker praised 
for her services 


PLAINFIELD — Freeholder Vice Chairman Nicholas Scutari (left) together. 


with Union County Manager Michael J. Lapolla (right) 
Wilson (center) from the Union County Division of Social Services in 
Plainfield as December’s employee of the month. Wilson was presented ; 
with a resolution for her outstanding job honni E This is the first” 
award for Wilson’s steliar career. 


congratulate Shirley , 


Educators come together for 


conference on juvenile crime 


JERSEY CITY — Peter Rodino Jr. Institute of Criminal Justice and the 
pal of Criminal Justice/Fire 
a recent conference 


Giblin Association annual charity 
breakfast salutes community leaders ~ 


NEWARK — The Giblin Association, a civic group organized in 1954 and 
dedicated to the improvement of community life, heid its annual charity 
breakfast at Mayfair Farms in West Orange. Wilbur J. McNeil of Newark 
(center) Wna ited fonts outstanding contributions to civic projects and 
recreation and is also the founder and president of the 
Association. Thomas Giblin (left), standard-bear 
Association, awards the honoree with the achievement award for his life 
g 


ing the the rise in the rate of juvenile violence throughout 
nature and 


service. Joining them is Essex County Freeholder Joe 
who 


extent of crimes 
director of the Juvenil Tuliko Commision in Trenton, ger hisk toys 
address with (from left): Dr. 


): n of professional 
studies; Dr. Shirley Williams, chair of the NICU Be age ‘of Criminal EE 
and Barbara Turso-Dembrowski, assistant prosecutor for Hudson County. 


the breakfast. Along with honoring 


McNeil, the company saluted five other outstanding citizens and organiza- `` 


tions who have offered significant contributions In the community includ- ` 
ing Newark Emergency Services for Familie: received a check for 
$500 from Giblin and the company. 


TRADE YOUR ENGINE 
NOT YOUR CAR 
Exnert engine diagnosis 


Cars ° trucks -vans 
BRIDGEWATER 


39 Finderne Avenue 
908-429-0069 


* Engines for all models, domestics & 
import 

+ Installed by trained a 

+ Up to 5 yrs/50,000 mile warrant 

Aa ODN pares a ps ited agers 

+ Towing & Rental Cars 


e Visa 
+ American Express 
e Master Card 


e Discover 


Accepted Credit Cards 


‘importer of fine cut roses 
“Roses: $7.99 doz. & up 


COUPON - exp. 1/16/99 
$1.00 OFF any dozen roses or mixed 
bouquet 


mind I DON’T WANT 
TO GROW OLD WAITING FOR. 
MY LOAN APPROVAL. 


I DON’T WANT A HASSLE 
WHEN I APPLY.“ 


I DON’T WANT 
TO PAY A FORTUNE IN 
CLOSING COSTS. 


_I WANT A GREAT RATE AND 
PAYMENTS I CAN LIVE WITH. 


50% Off First Dental Visit 


For new patients, with ad, some restrictions apply 


FREE TRAINING 
IF YOU QUALIFY 


Seid $ 40.00 $ 20.00 Gain required skills 

+ cleanin; r . Ap 

tee rmat 25.00 12.50 for these positions: 

. Ta S kan pad pa + Administrative Assistant | 

* one surface filling x i 

* root canal (anterin) 250.00 125.00 + Customer Representative N 
+ crown locrscouy Gad py) + PC Technician À 
+ gingivectomy (per toot! y x A | 

. Tomales ean 725.00 362.50 Help Desk Analyst | 4 
+ simple extraction 50. 25.00 [Call Today: 908.322.3020 | 


Call Today: 908-322-3020 


Gerard Stratthaus, D.M.D. & Associates WORKLIFE TRAINING 
1187 Clinton Ave., Irvington 973-375-0400 [Mon.-Sat.] 141 South Ave., Fanwood a 
Gift Giving Made Easy | 


Finding the right gift is easy with 
MARY KAY. You can shop from the 
comfort of your home and find 
lovely gifts for everyone on your list. 
It’s the ideal solution for holiday 
shoppers. 


if | 
Minnie Presley 


SPECIAL FREE REPORT. Suey OUR OR EEL l | PE 
Will J. Heard, Mortgage PROMOTIONALS | ] 
Executive of Investors Mutual, NEE | You want it? You got it. You can also use 15-YEAR H 


up to 100% of your home’s equity.' The 
interest may be tax-deductible.* And you 
can apply over the phone in just fifteen ` 
minutes. Call us today or stop by one of our 
convenient offices. It’s what you want r) 


shows how to avoid “little} 
known” mistakes home buyers 
make costing them thousands! 
The Free Report, “How To 
Avoid The Biggest Mistakes 
Most Home Buyers Make 
When Purchasing Their 
Home” is available without obligation. This report 
shares market information and financial tips that most 
home buyers are unaware of. If you’re buying, selling, or 
refinancing a home, get and read a copy of this report 


custom 
T-SHIRTS 
l 908-186-6688 


APR 


CALL 1-877-PNC-FOR-ME - 


Home EQUITY 


Thinking about adoption?) INSTALLMENT LOAN 


SPENEGS CHAPIN www.choosepne.com st à 
973-275-1212 í 
PNCBANK ' 


Wwww.spence chapin. org 


Direct adoption. No 
ee: care; Healthy 


first. You’ll be glad you did. tAnmual Percentage Rae (APR) shown accurate ds of putiieation date far loans of test $25,000 and up to 80% loan to valus wiih 100 
automatic payment from a Choice Plan“ or Premium Plar”, and 0,000 in new borrowings. Property insurance required. For example, |. 
Call 1-800-297-0149 ext. 3003, 24 hours yearn adno chedfiedaertiaty of riek my SMM diasah atl pr net ond may Yash by ee : 
I 
For A FREE Recorded Message & Report! c a, e 
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LITTLE RESPONSE 


“LAS VEGAS (AP) -The head 
of the Las Vegas Black Panther 


Maxine Waters and Los Angeles 
minister Fred Price. Current said 
Price is the only person who has 


‘say they haven't heard from Cur- 
rent about the request. 


IRAQ CUTS THE U.S. 
AND BRITAIN OFF 


BAGHDAD, Iraq ats = el will 
no longer allow U. ritish citi- 
zens to work for a anen 
program here after the two coun- 

Iraq with air strikes 
ie month, Iragi diplomats. Iraq has 
stopped issuing or extending visas 
for Britons and Americans working 
for the U.N. program that supervis- 
es the distribution of food under the 
oil-for-food program, the diplomats 
said, engak on the customary 
condition of anonymity. It was not 
immediately clear if Iraq has 
ordered nationals of these states to 
leave. Iraq has told U.N. officials in 
Baghdad of the decision, the diplo- 
mats said. The U.N. spokesman in 
Iraq, George Somerwill, refused to 
confirm or deny the report, saying 
only: “We've not received anything 
in writing” on the issue. In New 
York, a spokesman for the U.N. pro- 
gram, John Mills, also declined to 
confirm the report. 


CARGO PLANE SHOT 
DOWN BY UNITED 
NATIONS 


LUANDA, Angola (AP) - UNITA 
rebels Saturday shot down a cargo 
plane chartered by the United 
Nations that was carrying eight 
people, U.N. mission here said. It 
was the second U.N. plane to crash 
in the central highland war zone in * 
eight days. The aircraft was hit by 
anti-aircraft fire 20 minutes after it 
took off from the city of Huambo in 
the central highlands, about 300 
miles southeast of the capital, 
Luanda, U.N. spokesman 
Hamadoun Toure said. It was carry- 
inig four Angolans, two Filipinos, 
one American, and a Namibian, 
according to Toure. Four of those 
oh board were crew members, 
three were United Nations staff and 
another was working for the World 
Food Program, Toure said. 


FAMILY MASSACRED 
IN ALGERIA 


ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) - Armed 
men massacred a family of 22 early 
Saturday in a rural area some 250 
miles southwest of Algiers, authori- 
ties said. Security forces mounted 
“a vast search operation” for the 
killers, a statement said. Residents 
of El Bayadh said the tings were 
the work of the radical Arme 
Islamic Group, blamed by part, 
ties for the violence that has torn 
Algeria for seven years. According 
to the residents, the armed band 
was carrying out a vengeance mas: 
sacre because members of the 
family were reportedly close to 
‘security forces. That information 
could not be immediately con- 
firmed. Islamic insurgents have 
been known in the past to punish 
with death families whose members 
join self-defense forces set up by 
the government. 


REDUCING VIOLENCE 
IN THE LIVES OF 
CHILDREN 


WASHINGTON, DC — President 
Bill Clinton launched a new Chil- 


recte 
exposed to violence; and (4) 
increasing public awareness of this 
serous problem through a National 
Summit next May. To Rani this new 
effort underway, the Pr will 
announce the availability of $10 mil- 
lion in “Safe Start” grants from the 
Justice Department. 


Cry News 3 


Bin Laden: Alleged embassy bombers are ‘real men’ 


NEW YORK (AP) — Exiled Saudi 
billionaire Osama bin Laden appears to 
admit in a Time magazine interview that 
he instigated the terrorist bombing of 
two U.S. embassies in Africa. 

The interview seems to be the clos- 
est that bin Laden has come to admitting 
a role in the deadly attacks. He has pre- 
viously denied any role. 

Time said the interview was con- 
ducted at bin Laden’s secret encamp- 
ment in Afghanistan. He was specifical- 
ly asked if he was responsible for the 
embassy attacks, and he couched his 
response in religious references - as he 
did with most questions. 

“If the instigation for jihad (holy 
ie against the Jews and the 

idered a crime, then let his 


bin Laden said in the Jan. 11 issue of 
Time magazine. “Our job is to instigate, 
and by the grace of God, we did that, and 
Pie people responded to this instiga- 


PE overa ia Newsweek (Dt A 
interview conducted the same day, Bin 
Laden said he had no connection to the 
Aug. 7 embassy bombings in Kenya and 
Tanzania that Killed 224 people, includ- 
ing 12 Americans. 

“I did not order them but was very 
glad for what happened to the Ameri- 
cans there,” Newsweek quoted him as 
saying. He said he first leamed of the 
bombings from news reports. 

US. officials have indicted bin 
Laden on charges of masterminding tee 

He also 


ta] ‘be a witness that T ama criminal,” 


rorist attacks on U.S. targets in Soudi 


Arabia and other incidents. 

The United States retaliated 13 days 
after the embassy bombings with cruise 
missile raids on suspected Muslim mili- 
tant training camps run by bin Laden in 
northem Afg and a plant in 
Khartoum, Sudan, that was suspected of 
making nerve gas components for bin 
Läden. 

| Asked if he knew two men in cus- 
tady in the United States in connection 
‘with the bombings, bin Laden reportedly 
told Time: “What I do know is that those 
Who risked their lives to earn the plea- 
sure of God are real men. They managed 
to rid the Islamic nation of disgrace.” 

Bin Laden said he knew one of the 

0, Wadih el-Hage, but had not seen or 
eard from him in several years. He said 
£ 7 ee “has nothing to do with the U.S. 


allegations,” and implied that the second 
Mohamad Rashed-Al’ Owhali, also 


is innocent. 

Mohamed Sadeck Odeh and Al- 

*Owhali are charged with more than 200 

counts of murder. El Hage is accused of 

lying about his ian with bin 

Laden's organization, 
1S 


nuci 
weapons, bin Laden said,“ “acquiring 
weapons for the defense of Muslims is a 
religious duty.... And if I seek to acquire 
these weapons, I am carrying out a 


ty. 

Bin Laden also criticized U.S. and 
British airstrikes in Iraq last month, say- 
ing they were part of a plot to help Israel 
divide, enslave and loot the Muslim 
world. As for Somalia, where the United 


States has accused him of a background 
role, bin Laden said, “God knows that 
we have been pleased by the killing of 
American soldiers.” 
The magazine said bin Laden used a 
walking stick, reportedly because of a 
back, and was nursing a sore throat. 
In the Newsweek interview, bin 
Laden dismissed reports that he was in 
failing health as a lie spread by the Unit- 
ed States. 
Tm healthier now than at any time 
before,” he sai 
The article also quoted aides as say- 
ing bin Laden’s contact with the outside 
nal was limited to radio and newspa- 
ports, and that he rarely uses his 
pions satellite phone for fear the 
‘Americans would use the signal to target 
his location. 


Black professor mistaken 
for robbery suspect again 


EUGENE, OR. (AP) — A black 
University of Oregon music profes- 
sor is outraged that officers looking 
for a robbery suspect stopped him 
and questioned him — for the sec- 
ond time in two years. 

John Gainer, 44, said he was 
“floored” that the same kind of inci- 
dent happened again. 

Gainer filed a lawsuit against 
Eugene police after he was mistak- 
en for a thief during a stop in April 
1997. The latest episode happened 
on Saturday, when a mall security 
guard decided that he resembled a 
robbery suspect and called police. 

In both incidents, police board- 
ed a Lane Transit District bus that 
Gainer was riding and asked him to 
step off for questioning. 

Police Capt. Roy Brown on 
Monday interviewed both officers 
— one white, the other black — and 
said they quickly determined that 
Gainer wasn’t the suspect. Brown 
said the officers did not act inappro- 
priately. 

However, he said the officers 
could have offered Gainer a ride 
after he missed his bus. 

A security guard at the Valley 
River Center mall phoned police 
and said Gainer looked like a man 
suspected of robbing a motel in 
nearby Springfield last week. The 
suspect, Louis James Thibodeaux, 
was pictured in Friday’s edition of 
the Register-Guard newspaper. 

Mall security had taken the 
newspaper photograph and enlarged 
it on a photocopier, resulting in a 
grainy reproduction, Brown said. 

Brown, who also is black, said 
he and acting police Chief Jim Hill 
have both offered apologies. 

“This is the second time it’s 
happened, and I’m certain he’s feel- 
ing somewhat paranoid now that 
he’s being singled out,” Brown said. 
“It’s frustrating, let's face it.” 

Gainer, an ordained minister in 
the Church of God in Christ who 
founded the area’s 60-voice Inspira- 
tional Sounds gospel choir, said 
he’s angry at police and mall securi- 
ty. He has received no apology from 
the mall or mall security. 

In addition to his work at the 
university, Gainer is a part-time 
employee at Bon Marche in the 
mall. He said he was carrying Bon 
Marche bags with receipts and his 
associate number taped to the out- 


side which he said, by policy, is 
how mall employees carry purchas- 
es. That should have tipped off the 
guard, he said. 

“He was so observant with me 
being a man of color that he didn’t 
look at the total man,” Gainer said. 
“If he’d seen the Bon bags with the 
tags attached, he would have 
known, ‘This is an employee.” 

Before leaving the mall, he 
said, he made a deposit at his credit 
union ATM and “saw this security 
guard staring at me when I walked 


original lawsuit 
against the department was dis- 
missed last spring by Lane County 
Circuit Judge Jack Mattison, who 
ruled that police have the right to 
stop a person and make a reasonable 
inquiry, based on reasonable suspi- 


ion. 

In the 1997 case, a Eugene resi- 
dent aware of a series of mail thefts 
called police after seeing Gainer 
looking closely at some mailboxes. 

Officers stopped the bus Gainer 
was on and asked him to get off. He 
showed them his U.O. identification 
and told them that he was examin- 
ing the mailboxes because he is 
legally blind and was trying to find 
the address of a house he wanted to 
rent. 

Gainer said officers released 
him with a “sarcastic apology” 
after inspecting the contents of" 
pockets and briefcase. He com- 
plained to then-Chief Leonard 
Cooke, who is black, but said he 
never got the apology he felt he 
deserved. 


Linda Akins, the vice president) 


of corporate communications at] 
Generath Growth Properties in 
Chicago, which manages the mall, 
said the guard who spotted Gainej 
on Saturday was doing his job proj 
erl 


fe don’t believe it was a c 
of bias or discrimination,” Akins 
said by telephone from Chicag 
“He simply called the police when 
he thought he saw someone who 
matched the description.” 

Gainer has talked publicly 
about leaving Eugene since the 
1997 incident. Recently he had been 
considering staying in Eugene, but 
said he now is determined to leave. 

“I wish I'd gotten out of here 
sooner,” he said. 


Pataki says NY welfare rolls 
down by more than 600,000 


ALBANY, NY — Governor 
George Pataki today announced New 
York's welfare rolls have declined by 
more than 600,000 individuals in the 
four years since he took office, an 
unprecedented reduction of approxi- 
mately 36 percent. The Governor also 
announced New York's welfare-to- 
work program has exceeded federal 
requirements for helping recipients 
move from welfare to jobs. 

“In just four years, we have 
reduced New York’s welfare rolls by 
607,787 individuals,” Gov. Pataki 
said, “By fighting fraud and abuse, 
emphasizing work over welfare and 
demanding more personal and 
parental responsibility, we have 
helped hundreds of thousands of New 
Yorkers escape the welfare trap.” 

“We also have demonstrated that 
New York is a national leader in mov- 
ing welfare recipients to the world of 
work and self-sufficiency by not just 
meeting, but exceeding federal wel- 
fare-to-work requirements,” the 
eror said. “As we continue to build 
our economy, we will continue to 
help more and more New Yorkers 
replace their welfare check with a 
paycheck.” 

The federal Personal Responsi- 
bility and Work Opportunity Act of 
1996 requires all states to meet ip 
cific work activity Tate: 


Assistance for Needy Families 
(TANF). New York’s participation 
rate of 27.9 percent far exceeded the 
federally-required rate of 19.7 per- 
cent. 

The participation rates were cal- 
culated by the federal Department of 
Health and Human Services based on 
federally-mandated reports submitted 
by the states regarding TANF recipi- 
ent work activity from July through 
September 1997. 

ite Labor Commissioner James 
J. McGowan said, “Notwithstanding 
these great achievements, Governor 
Pataki has already made it clear that 
this is no time to celebrate; rather a 
time to make an even greater commit- 
ment to ensuring that every person in 
this state has an opportunity to obtain 
self-sufficie and the pride that 
comes with 

Office of Temporary and Disabil- 
ity Assistance Commissioner Brian J. 
Wing said, “Governor Pataki’s lead- 
ership on welfare reform has had a 
profound impact in New York. His 
common-sense policies and programs 
promote work instead of dependency, 
personal responsibility instead of 
governmental paternalism and results 
instead of rhetoric. His efforts to cre- 
ate the right environment for private- 
sector job growth vit comin to 
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provide r all New 
Yorkers.” 
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I WASHINGTON — Congress- 
man Robert Menendez (D-NJ) last 
week lauded the Clinton Administra- 
tion for its decision against the for- 
mation of a Kissinger-type commis- 
sion to study U.S. policy toward 
Cuba, but decried announced mea- 
Sures that lend monetary support to 
the Castro regime. 
| “As many of us have noted in the 
ast few months, it would be inap- 
sropriate to cede the authority for 
.S. foreign policy held by the Exec- 
tive Branch and Congress to.an non- 
lected commission, particularly 
given the historic bipartisan support 
r current policy towards Cuba. I am 
leased that the Administration has 
eded my advice and made an 
formed decision based on the facts, 
ther than on the rhetoric from spe- 
Gal interests,” said Menendez. 
| “Current policy is designed to 
Support the Cuban people, while 
nying Castro the hard currency he 
desperately needs to sustain his 
rrupt regimen. For this reason, the 
moval of the restriction on remit- 


i ath 


tances that allows only family mem- 
bers to send remittances to Cuba is 
unacceptable. This policy change 
will substantially increase the cash 
flow to the regime,” Menendez con- 
tinued. 

Menendez also expressed con- 
cern about the decision to allow 
licensed sales of food and agricultur- 
al products to certain independent 
entities in Cuba 

“I think we must be skeptical 
about any sales to Cuba and consider 
the potential benefits they could pro- 
vide to the Castro regime. I would 
not want U.S. food intended for 
Cubans to be rationed by the Castro 
regime. The only non-governmental 
organization (NGO) in Cuba is Cari- 
tas; there are virtually no others 
NGOs or i izati 


‘Menendez endorses decision to 
oppose Cuba panel, but decries 
financial support for Castro regime 


ticularly of agricultural products, is 
very real,” said Menendez. 

Lastly, Menendez commented on 
the 40th anniversary of Castro’s rule 
and his vision for U S policy toward 
the island. 

“In 40 years, Castro has not 
changed. For 40 years he has sup- 
orted communism and repressed 
basic civil and human rights. And for 
40 years the Cuban people have suf- 
fered. Not the visits of successive 
heads of state and foreign ministers, 
nor even the visit of Pope John Paul 
TI have succeeded in bringing demo- 
cratic change to Cuba. As recently as 
last month, the government renewed 
crackdowns on dissidents who 
‘oppose Castro’s tyranny. My fervent 
hope for U.S. policy is that the 
and Members of 


3 


on the island that are capable of mak- 
ing such purchases. Since this mea- 
sure includes no increase in resources 
for the enforcement of the embargo, 
the possibility of Cuban government- 
created NGOs acting on behalf of the 
Cuban regime to complete sales, par- 


Congress insist on increasing support 

to the growing internal opposition in 

Cuba. After 40 years of failed revolu- 

tion, the Cuban people are ready for 

democracy and the United States 

amas do its part to make it a reali- 
” said Menendez. 
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Believe and you 
will achieve 


“When you believe in yourself your whole world can change!” 
Confidence and self-esteem are crucial bricks in the path to success. You must 
know that you have value and self-worth. Everyone has special talents and 
capabilities which they are able to share with the world. You must hone into 
yourself and find your special qualities whether that is painting murals, writ- 
ing poetry, teaching, becoming a freedom fighter or just challenging yourself 


on all levels. 


Once you have your foundation then you need a destination, goal and 
o 


tals back from their dreaiit is fear, You have t be willing KAMIS risks and 
possibly fail. Even if you may not have reached your ultimate goal you have 


tried, therefore, you have succeeded. 
yourself ‘what if?” 


You will never live in doubt asking 


If you can visualize yourself achieving then you have already begun to 
acclaim your success, If you believe in it than you can achieve it. If you want 
to be a lawyer then visualize yourself in law school, in court, and winning 
cases, If you want to be a star athlete envision yourself training like a cham- 
pion and defeating all who encounter you. Whatever it is that you dream, start 


within yourself. 


Start off with a winners attitude and you will finish with a victory. Never 
let any obstacles come in between you and your dreams, for you are in control 
of your destiny, Never tell yourself you can’t do something always try. If you 
are slowed down for whatever reason in life just keep getting back up until you 
reach the top of the mountain. Keep persevering and you will achieve. 

A lot of people are afraid of death because they have not achieved all that 
they desired in life. In essence, this means that it is not the actual fear of leav- 


ing this stage of life here on Earth but the sense of unfullment, 


Therefore, 


because our time here is limited, lets make every day count. 


You gotta believe... 


State of 


By Askia Muhammad è 
$ 
I take a back seat to no one in 
Clinton is nothing, more 
attempted coup d'etat by his avow 
political enemies. 
I take a back seat to no one in 
defending Mr. Clinton against that 
“vast right-wing conspiracy” that, 
seems to hate him as if they think he 
is a Black man, and not a White 
Southerner, 
But like so many of those who 
have been close to him as former 
advisers and staff, I also think that 
his behavior sometimes exceeds 
simply “dumb,” goes past “dumber,” 
all the way to “stupid.” Case in 
point: Mr. Clinton plans to deliver 
his State of the Union address to 
joint session of Congress Jan. 19, 
though he hasn’t been impeach 
Duh. 


With each passing day, it seems 
more and more likely that there will 
be a full impeachment trial of the 
President, with the Chief Justice of 
the Supreme Court presiding, and 
“the world’s most deliberative body” 
the U. S. Senate - sitting as jurors. 
There is something ‘slightly 
unseemly about the idea of an 
impeached President expecting to be 
piped on deck to deliver a State of 
the Union address. It’s such a stuffy 
occasion and no place for an 
i officer. 


My ever affirmed 
love for black people 


By Dr. Conrad W. Worrill 


At the end of every yearly sea- 
son, I always affirm my love for 
Black people, people of African 
ancestry. 

The word love is probably one of 
the most used and overworked words 
in the English language. According 
to most European definitions love is 
“a feeling of strong personal attach- 
ment induced by sympathetic under- 
standing or by ties of kinship.” And 
of course we are most familiar with 
the usage of the word love in con- 
nection with “tender and passionate 
sfiecion for one of the opposite 


ae time to time we also hear 
the word love used as an expression 
and articulation of one’s love for 
Black people as a race. 

During this new season our love 
for each other, as a race of people, 
should be emphasized in our discus- 
sions of the seven principles of 
Kwanzaa, the Ngazo Saba. 

It is without question, that seg- 
ments of the African community in 
America have lost all sense of moral 
and ethical relationships with other 
African people. This is demonstrated 
day in and day out by the increased 
number of African people participat- 
ing in their own genocide; killing 
each other, mentally and physically 
abusing each other, stealing from 
each other, being dishonest with 
each other, and the list goes on and 
‘on and on. 

I can truly say I love Black peo- 
ple no matter how frustrated I get 
with the negative behavior of so 
many of our people. 

I love Black people because I 
understand that the creative force of 
the universe has endowed us to make 
the great contributions we have 
made and continue to make to the 
world, 

A simple inspection of the 
ancient Nile Valley civilizations of 
Kemet (Egypt) should cause all 
Black people to love each other. 
Ancient Kemet and the Kemetic peo- 
ple (Black people) were the creators 
of mathematics, science, art, archi- 
tecture, writing, government, astron- 
omy, medicine, and so much more. 

The ancient Kemetic people pro- 
duced wisdom that was written down 
in their language called Medew 
Netcher / Divine Speech (our classi- 
cal African language) or what the 
Europeans called hieroglyphs. 

e can examine this ancient 
Kemetic wisdom in The Husia, 
which gives us insight into how our 
great ancestors viewed life, death, 
human relations, God, family, and 
standards of moral and ethnical con- 
duct marriage, parenting, and use of 
power, reading The Husia brings out 
all my love for Black people in a 


most profound and spiritual way. 

This passage continues: Listen 
to the words translated in The Husia: 

“Do not terrorize people for if 
you do, God will punish you accord- 
ingly. If anyone lives by such means, 
God will take bread from his or her 
mouth. If one says I shall be right by 
such means, she will eventually have 
A a my means have entrapped 


““If one says I will rob another, 
he will end up being robbed himself. 
The plans of men and women do not 
always come to pass for in the end it 
is the will of God which prevails. 
Therefore, one should live in peace 
with others and give gifts which 
another would take from them 
through fear.” 

These words were written 4,000 
to 5,000 years ago and their wisdom 
should cause all Black people to 
once again love each other for the 
greater good of our race. 

Our love for each other and the 
wisdom of our ancestors, should 
give us the inspiration and motiva- 
tion, during this new season, to 
tededicate ourselves to the continued 
struggle for the liberation of African 
people worldwide. 

As a race of people we really 
have no choice but to love each 
other. The Europeans created the 
system of white supremacy that has 
caused so much of the world to hate 
us, even though they secretly admire 
what we have given to the world. 
Many of them know the truth. The 
problem is so many of us don’t-due 
to the education system they created 
to cover up the truth. 

It seems to me that the ravaging 
of African civilizations, African cul- 
ture, African minds, African lands, 
and African spirit, at this present 
stage in history, places those of us 
who proclaim to be followers of the 
“African Way” and lovers of Black 
people to build institutions based on 
African spirituality, ethics end 
morals. 

We have a responsibility and 
duty to the Creator who gives us all 
life, power, and health, by building 
institutions and giving back that 
which has been given to us through 
the creative force of the universe. 

I love Black people because I 
know we have the capacity to return 
to the concept of Maat (truth, justice, 
balance, divine order, righteousness, 
reciprocity, and love), and by doing 
so restore Maut to its rightful place 
in our lives. Once Maut is restored 
we can do as the Creator has done by 
giving life, power, and health. By 
restoring Maot we restore ourselves. 

Only through love can we sur- 
vive the white supremacy genocidal 
onslaught. I love Black people and I 
urge all Black people to love each 
other! 
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Article II, Section 3 of the U.S, 
Constituti provides that the 
President: “shall from time to time 
give to the Congress information of 


mend to their 


arguing that the impeachment of Bill _ 
than an. 


e Union: 


Mr. President “Stand down” 


by a standing ovation from the 
assembled Senators and 
Representatives as the President 
ambles down the aisle, shaking the 
hands of the House Members who 
Just last month voted to impeach him 
Land Senators who at that very time 
ould be sitting in judgement of 
hether or not he should remain in 
ffice. I don’t think so. 

So my advice for the President 
ould be for him to “stand down” 


of readiness, to immediately re- 
engage in the battle. In movies from 
“back in the day,” the Bogarts, the 
Cagneys, are advised by their 
cohorts that they must “lay low” for 
a while after some traumatic event, 
till everything “blows over,” before 
resuming their nefarious activities. 

Mr. Clinton could learn a thing 
or two from the movies of that era. 
After all, Spencer Tracy starred 
opposite Katherine Hepburn in a 
1948 film called “State of the 
Union,” that was based on the 1946 
Pulitzer Prize winning play of the 
same name, by Russel Crouse and 
Howard Lindsay. 

Considering the unflattering lit- 
erary comparisons that have been 
made linking Mr. Clinton to the 
movies, “Primary Colors,” “Wag the 
Dog,” “Murder at 1600 
Pennsylvania Avenue,” etc., he 
couldn't do much worse if he com- 
manded the Washington political 
stage with a selfless, magnanimous 
gesture, such as “standing down” 


the State of the Union, and recs 


measures as he shall judge necessary 
and expedient...” The Constitution 
does not require that such informa- 
tion concerning the condition of the 
country and the President's legisla- 
tive suggestions be given in a 
nationally televised speech. He 
could just write the document and 
refer it “Ken Starr-style” via high- 
level couriers. 

In modern times the State of the 
Union address has been held in the 
House chamber, where the door- 
keeper announces the arrival of all 
of the dignitaries: “Mr. Speaker. The 
Diplomatic Corps.” He shouts. And 
then he does the same for the 
Cabinet, the Supreme Court, and 
finally for His Nibbs, Himself. This 
time, that salute would be followed 


from his d: y activities, that 
have heretofore shown him to be a 
man who apparently doesn’t think he 
is in serious trouble. 

There’s plenty of time (two 
more years) after the Senate trial is 
over-presuming that there really 
aren’t 67 votes to remove him from 
office-for Mr. Clinton to be 
“Presidential” again. But for now, he 
should do what he should have done 
when the Paula Jones trial first came 
up; what he should have done after 
the November 1998 elections, before 
the House Judiciary Committee and 
the full House voted to impeach him. 

Mr. President, take my advice: 
“Chill Out!” Stand Down from 
delivering your State of the Union 
address Jan. 19. 


By Kimberly Wilson 


It has been said that there is a 
crisis in black leadership. I agree. 
But, more and more, I find myself 
questioning the term “black leader.” 
Who really is a black leader? Is 
it Al Sharpton at his most outra: 
geous? Is it Khalid Abdi 

Muhammad when he’s spewinj 

hateful insults at Jews and oth 
races? Or, is it Kweisi Mfume at hi 
most extravagant? Is the 
rapper/actor IceT or Sister Souljah 
a leader? Was the late, wildly-taļ- 
ented and charismatic Tupac Shakir 
a leader? 
Frankly, I believe that mai 
black public figures are simp! 
crowned as leaders by a clueless 
press. The public’ figure may npt 
have anything of substance to say, 
but if he or she says it lod 
enough... voila! The press discovers 
and anoints a new leader. In the 
midst of all this, and after some 
pondering, I’ve developed some 
personal criteria for deciding wham 
I will dignify with the title pf 
leader: 
If you have no real community 
ties and derive your position largély 
from whites, then you are not my 
leader. 
If you publicly curse the white 
man for all he has done yet 2 
yourself have no inkling of what 
you are going to do, then you gre 
not my leader. 
If your wealth-or at least your 
comfortable living standardis 
based almost entirely on how mich 
money you can extract from fhe 
government in the form of sodial 
programs, then you are not My 
leader. 
If you claim to know the hgart 
and soul of all black America yet 
cross the street to avoid speaking to 
working-class black man, then you 
are not my lea 


What is 
We w 


please limit your 


ehi, 


Who’s a 


leader? 


If you make speeches portray- 
ing black America as poor, down- 
and-out and in need of welfare and 
other handouts, then you are not my 
leader. 

If you willfully break the laws 
of God and man yet blame whites 
when you finally get caught, then 
you are not my leader. 

If you haven’t been involved in 
the black community for years yet 
call on us for help when you get in 
trouble, then you are not my leader. 

If you started out as a minister 
yet spend more time at city hall or 
preening for the cameras than 
teaching the word of God, then you 
are not my leader. 

If you fight to prevent black 
children from getting a decent edu- 
cation by any means necessary- 
whether it be vouchers or other- 
wise-but send your kids to private 
schools, then you are not my leader. 

Real leadership and showman- 
ship are two different things. Some 
so-called leaders are really nothing 
more than entertainers. They give 
us a shuck-and-jive show, but offer 
little concrete substance or solu- 
tions. For some time now, many in 
the black community have been 
pointing out that much of today’s 
black leadership has lost touch with 
the people that they are supposed to 
represent. 

Slowly but surely, ordinary 
folks have begun to say the same. 
What was once murmured in private 
is now being heard in public. It’s 
time for some new faces and fresh 
ideas. It’s time for genuine leader- 
ship, not showboating. It’s time for 
constructive and reasoned thought, 
not finger-pointing and emotional- 
ism. 

But most of all it’s time for our 
leaders to do just that-lead or get 
ready to retire back into private life. 
Black America is waiting. We need 
and deserve a change. 
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By Marian Wright Edelman 


of reporting only the tragic and terrible 
news in our world. As the festivities of 
the holidays and the New Year are fresh 


this year. The arrest rate for juveniles 
involved in violent crimes fell 23 per- 
cent from 1994 to 1997, and included a 
drop of more than 40 percent in the 
juvenile murder arrest rate. 

“While no one is claiming victory, 
we are clearly moving in the right direc- 
tion,” announced Attorney General 
Janet Reno. “We are making a differ- 
ence.” 

Robbery, aggravated assault and 
rape crimes are down. I was also 
immensely pleased to note that weapons 
law violations were down 24 percent 
from 1993 to 1997. 

Unfortunately, violent crime arrest 
rates increased for females by 111 per- 
cent between 1987 and 1994, and only 
decreased by 12 percent beeen 1994 
and 1997. This compares to a 23 percent 
decrease for males in CAR, ‘Would 
that we were closer to achieving parity 

men and women in areas such 
as as saries and job opportunities instead 
of crime! 

There are some good reasons for 
the lower crime rate for young people, 
and we should take note of some pro- 
grams that work. Eleven states have 
recently enacted laws that provide for 
seed to traditional incarceration. 
Newly authorized projects reduce the 
burden on state-run juvenile correction 


“State and local governments are 
willing to experiment to develop a juve- 
nile justice system that takes into 


ment needs of the youth,” said Shay 
Bilchik, administrator of the Justice 
Department's Office of Juvenile Justice 
and Delinquency Prevention (OJJDP). 

At an OJJDP national conference in 
Washington, D.C. recently, Reno cited 
‘community involvement and mentoring 
as factors in reducing crime. 

1 would like to offer personal testi- 


when our children are living with inad- 
equate child care, violence in their 


schools, neighborhoods, and homes, 

and drugs are everywhere, the role of a 

Gare is more important than it has 
er been. 


Mentoring is widely acknowledged 
as one of a short supply of tools that can 
and does help children. There are many, 
many programs across our country that 
are working miracles. I'm going to be 
writing about some of them in the com- 
ing months. Right now, I just want to 
encourage you to think about how you 
might be able to contribute your time to 
a young person. There are programs in 
your community that can show you the 
way, give you the training, support your 
work with a young person, and match 
you with one of the youths on their 
often pathetically long-waiting lists. 
Thope you'll consider this and other 
ways in which you igh be able to, eå 
Reno said, make “a difference,” 
cally by eecucing: AnaL aio by | 
being a light shining the way into the 
future for a child or teenager. As we 
enter this last year of the 20th century, 
let us all take steps that will guarantee 
that a child will ave reascos Es 
forward to the 21st century. 


Marian Wright Edelman is presi- 
dent of the Children's Defense Fund and | 
a Working committee member of the} 
Black Community Crusade for Children | 
ee In 1998, CDF celebrated 25) 

rs of. service, and leader- | 
stip bud a movement t0 Leave No 
Child Bel 


The battle of the bulge: 
It’s not to diet for! 


By Tom Plante 


I’ve got a bone to pick with the 
“lifestyle” editors and television 
newsmagazine producers who are 
tempted to dredge up their annual 
feature stories on holiday feasting, 
New Year’s resolutions and the 
ever-expanding American waist- 
line. Please, do me a favor and 
don’t refer to the latest diet craze or 
exercise regimen as a new weapon 
in “The Battle of the Bulge.” 

Sure, ‘tis the season to eat, 
drink and be merry and it’s a real 
drag to be politically correct while 
reaching for another piece of pie. 
But it’s also the anniversary of the 
largest pitched battle of World War 
II, a battle that cost the lives of 
nearly 20,000 American soldiers. 

The Battle of the Bulge, also 
known as the Ardennes Campaign, 
began suddenly on December 16, 
1944 and ended unceremoniously 
on January 25, 1945. For those 
unfamiliar with the campaign, per- 
haps British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill’s remarks to 
Parliament will serve to put the bat- 
tle into the proper historical per- 
spective: “This is undoubtedly the 
greatest battle of the war and will, I 
believe, be regarded as an ever- 
famous American victory.” 

It was certainly bad enough that 
more than a half million Americans 
involved in that protracted battle 
missed the holiday fare that season. 
But, after all, there was a war on. 
Servicemen and women were doing 
their duty through thick and thin. 
Besides, on the European Front it 
looked to the Americans like the 
end was near for Hitler and Nazi 
Germany. The troops would be 
coming home soon. 

The hope of a quick end to the 
war was shattered -mid-December 


1944 when three German armies 
suddenly counter-attacked in 
Belgium and Luxembourg. For the 
next six weeks the American forces 
fought to contain the “bulge” in 
their front lines and eventually push 
the Germans back toward the 
Rhine. 

‘The few remainitig sunyiva of 
“The Bulge” will never forget those 
frigid weeks. Soldiers slept stand- 
ing up, leaning on one another to 
keep from freezing to death. Those 
who slept on the ground huddled 
together in groups for warmth. The 
skies were overcast for weeks. Fog, 
snowy and freezing rain kept U.S. 
planes from coming to the aid of the 
ground troops. 

The lifting of the siege of 
Bastogne, Belgium, where the 
American General McAuliffe said 
“Nuts!” to the German demand for 
his surrender, is perhaps the best 
known episode of the Battle of the 
Bulge. It marked the turning of the 
tide for the hundreds of thousands 
of American soldiers who struggled 
tenaciously in the snow 54 En 
ago. 

Their struggle was not in vain. 
Several months later, Hitler and 
Mussolini were dead and the Axis 
powers were defeated. 

But victory had its price. 
Among the dead in the Ardennes 
Forest, the setting of the Battle of 
the Bulge, was a young man from 
Brooklyn by the name of Tom 
Plani 

1 never met my uncle, but Tim 
told I would have liked him. I think 
about him at this time of year - and 
all the others left behind because of 
that terrible war. 

Sad as that may be, that’s what 
I'd prefer to think of when I read or 
hear about “The Battle of the 
Bulge” and pray for peace. 
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BUSINESS 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Central Jersey 
Job Developers Association will host 
its 15th Annual Job Fair of the Central 
Jersey Job Developers at the Rutgers 
Labor Education Center on the cam- 
pus of Rutgers benecaty beginning at 
9 am. (908) 846-2968. 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The New Jer- 
sey Association of Women Business 
ope Inc. will hold a breakfast net- 

work party beginning at 8 a.m. (908) 
879-7413. 


LIVINGSTON — The Livingston Cham- 
ber of Commerce will hold a discussion 

on property taxes at their headquarters 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. (973) 992-4343 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 


TRENTON — The New Jersey Cham- 
ber of Commerce will host a roundtable 
state chamber breakfast seminar at the 
Forsgate Country Club beginning at 
8:30 a.m. (609) 989-7888. 


JAMESBURG — The New Jersey 


settlement 
(lub beginning at 8:30 a.m. (609) 989- 
9696. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 
CLARK — The Union County Depart- 


beginning at 9 a.m. (908) 558-2550. 


NEWARK — The University of Medi- 
cine & Dentistry of New Jersey will hold 


"11 a.m. (973) 373-7464. 


UNION — The Union Chamber of 
Commerce presents a seminar on sav- 
ing money in the 21st Century at their 
‘offices beginning at 6 p.m. (908) 735- 
8001. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 19 


[NEWARK — The US. Small Business 
Parton sponsors a workshop 

on starting and managing your own 
business, conducted by the Service 
Corps of Reti ra iAd a: 
2:30 p.m. at Bell Atlantic headquarters 
on Broad Street. $15 fee. (973) 645- 
2434. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20 


CAMDEN — The U.S. Small Business 
Administration sponsors a workshop 
on drafting your business plan. 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. at Camden County College. 

|- (609) 338-1817 ext. 3162. 


|, THURSDAY, JANUARY 21 


EDISON — Sornerset County Char- 
of Commerce holds a Small Busi- 
ess Council Breakfast, three profes- 
| sionals will discuss the latest develop- 
ments in the Year 2000 battle breakfast 
ftat 8:00a.m. sharp and networking at 
|.9:00p.m..(908) 725-1552 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 22 


‘CAMDEN — The Gloucester Country 
Library System and The Camden 
‘Chamber of Commerce presents the 
‘SBA seminar at the library beginning at 
9 a.m. (973) 645-2434. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 23 


| NEW BRUNSWICK — The New Jer- 
‘sey association of Women Business 
|, Owners Inc. will hold a business after 
hours seminar at the Office Depot 
| beginning at 5:15 p.m. (908) 879-7143. 


af TUESDAY, JANUARY 26 


JAMESBURG — The New Jersey 

Chamber of Commerce presents a 
seminar on Y2K in business at the 
Jamesburg Country Club beginning at 
8 p.m. (609) 989-7888. 


MONTCLAIR — The Montclair Cham- 
ber of Commerce presents a business 
discussion on investing with small busi- 
ness at their location beginning at 7 
“p.m. (973) 744-7660. 


CRANBURY — Robert L. Tammaro & 
Co. will offer free consultation for sm; 
and big business. Call (609) 655-8700 
for time and information. 


NEW YORK — New York University 
‘presents a seminar on the music busi- 
ness. Call (212) 998-7080 for time and 
:information. 


NEW YORK — The American Manage- 
‘ment Association will hold a workshop 
‘on employees and employers at their 
headquarters. Call 1-800-348-7350 for 
Ftime and information 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 28 


|ARK — The Regional Business 
Partnership and the Commerce & 
Industry Association of NJ will hold a 
business dinner at the New Jersey Per- 
forming Arts Center (NJPAC) Theater 
41 Square Grill beginning at 7 p.m. (973) 
242-6237. 


{| ORANGE — The Omni Corporation 


ff insurance at 

y p.m. (973) 674-9050. 

p| MONTCLAIR — The Montclair Camber 
4 apo Commerce bert hold a discussion on 
3] home mortgages in Montclair 

= ning at 5 p.m. 373) 744-7660. 

k FRIDAY, JANUARY 29 

$ 
i 
H 
’ 


*| PRINCETON — The New Jersey Tech- 
nical Council presents the New Jersery 
Capital Conference ‘99 at the NJHA 
Conference Center beginning at 8 
a.m. (609) 452-1007. 


Gen. Powell asks minority 
engineers to mentor youth 


NEW YORK — At the recent 
Neel Action Council for Minorities 
gineering Annual Forum, Gen. 
Catia Pow L. Powell, who is chair of Ameri- 
Promise, shared the podium with 

Rep. Robert C. Scott (D-Va.) and Trans- 
portation Secretary Rodney E. Slater. 


ence to join forces and build a diverse, 
world-ciass 21st century work force. 
Gen. Powell pressed and 
government leaders to partner with 
NACME and other organizations pro- 
moting excellence in education. 
Speaking of the goals that Ameri- 
ca’s Promise shares with NACME, 
whose mission is to increase the repre- 
sentation of minorities in engineering, 
the general focused on mentoring and 
assuring that American students are pre- 
pared for the technological work force. 
He talked of the importance of par- 
ents and mentors in passing on “a sense 
of purpose, of vision and of discipline” 
to children. Powell told attendees, “I 
know that mentoring works. I see it first 
hand. I see what happens when children 
have that kind of presence in their lives; 
when there is someone passing on the 
expectations of the past, the traditions of 
the past, the experiences of the past. 
How else will a child leam? How else 
will a child find a role model in life?” 
Mentoring is an important compo- 


U.S. Chamber To Pres: 


nent of NACME’s The orga- 
nization links peek engine 
professionals with in te sti 

dents in its scholarship programs, and 
NACME alumni serve as mentors and 


role models to school children in under- ~ 
f work in technical education and chal- 


served communities across the nation. 
In 1996, NACME received the Pres- 
idential Award for Excellence in Sci- 


ence, Mathematics and Engineering ~ 
not-for-profit _ 
organization was honored with the EPIC” 


Mentoring 


Sard fie EEA Pools ied 
Contribution by the U.S. Department of 
Labor. 


Picking up on the theme of 
NACME’s meeting, General Powell 
stated, “The essence of NACME, for the 
past 25 years of distinguished history, is 
to make sure our children get the mar- 
ketable skills that they are going to need 
in order to be successful in the 21st Cen- 
tury workplace.” 


Secretary Slater-who was also the | 


at NACME’s Summit 
on the 21st Century Work Force held at | 
the National Academy of Engineering 
last summer-greeted participants via 
video, and spoke of his plans to “join 
strength to strength” by forming a closer 
relationship with NACME. 

Slater also congratulated three long- 
time NACME supporters, Exxon, GE, 
and IBM, recipients of the first NACME 
Leadership Circle Awards, for “embrac- 


ing diversity and for providing the 
participation, the 


port not only to NACME, but to local 
programs across the nation.” 
Powell praised NACME for its 


Tenged attendees to’ increase efforts to 
Address the needs of America’s young 
people, saying, NACME passes on the 
sense of discipline, of structure, and of 
believing in oneself that our young peo- 
ple need? 

Ten students from across the nation 


© won awards ranging from $2,500 to 
~ $10,000 to pursue engineering degrees at 
, in 
_ Institute of Technology, and Harvard. 


tutions such as Spelman, Georgia 


Cai o wt soa con 
on by the digital 


J Gide and iil ihe fall some schools to 


* effectively educate, Rep. Scott had high 
| praise for the Techforce Scholars. Con- 
| gratulating them, he also challenged 
" them, saying that “our national economy 
-rests on the quality of scientists and engi- 
‘neers like 

NACME provides diversity and 
mentor training on campuses and for 
corporations, develops aa operates aca- 


demic enrichment programs, and is the 


nation’s leading source of data and 
analysis on trends in enrollment, gradua- 
tion and retention in engineering educa- 
tion by ethnicity and gender. 


dent & Congress: 


Make Y2k solution your New Year’s resolution 


WASHINGTON — Responding 
to declarations by the Clinton Admin- 
istration that federal agencies are 
making progress in dealing with 
potential Y2K computer glitches, the 
U S Chamber of Commerce today 
called on the President, Congress and 
the legal profession to work construc- 
tively with business to meet the Y2K 
computer challenge. 

“We were all pleased to learn 
from the President this week that var- 
ious federal agencies are clearing up 
their Y2K vulnerabilities,” said 
Lawrence Kraus, President of the 
Chamber affiliate, the Institute for 
Legal Reform. “But meeting this chal- 
lenge won't be complete until the 

President and Congress pass con- 
structive legislation that assists small 
business with compliance and pre- 
vents excessive litigation over Y2K 


related problems.” 

“The bill passed by Congress in 
1998, the Year 2000 Readiness Dis- 
closure Act, which allowed compa- 
nies to share information-was only a 
first step Now we need strong legisla- 
tion that encourages problem-solving 
and we urge the legal profession to 
join us in this effort,” said Kraus. 

Kraus added that the Chamber is 
currently crafting legislation that 
would assist business in becoming 
Y2K compliant and protect con- 
sumers from frivolous lawsuits. Con- 
gress will be asked to consider this 
measure when it convenes in January. 

“While no one knows for sure the 
Y2K computer problem has the 
potential to disrupt the entire global 
economy and affect the financial 
health of businesses large and small,” 
Kraus said. “Under no circumstances 


- Minority contractors name 


Congressman Stokes Man of the Year 


WASHINGTON — Congressman 
Louis Stokes, (D-OH) was ry 
named the National Association of 
Minority Contractors (NAMC'S) Man 
Of The Year for 1998. The award was 
bestowed upon Congressman Stokes at 
the NAMC'S Ist Annual Dinner & Golf 
Tournament Program held in October, at 
the cial Hilton Hotel in Washington 
D.C. 

NAMC, a non-profit trade associa- 
tion, established in 1969 to address the 
needs and concerns of minority contrac- 
tors nationwide, recognized Congress- 
man Stokes for his 30 years of illustri- 
ous service in the United States Con- 


gress. 

Tn his position on the powerful 
House Appropriations Committee, Con- 
gressman Stokes consistently ensured 


available funding for the training of 
hundreds of minority contractors around 
the country in the area of environmental 


the 

VA, HUD, & the independent agencies, 
Congressman Stokes added important 
amendments to major legislation assur- 
ing minority participation for a number 
of Federal pro; 

Tn 1989, he wrote an 8% Minority 
Participation Goal in dollar billion dollar 
Super Conductor Super Collider Pro- 
ject. He also introduced legislation cre- 
ating an across the board minority lousi- 
ness goal for all The Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency's programs. 

Since 1996, he has continued to 
fight for equity and parity for minorities. 


Elegance 


and 
Convenient via Rte. 280 (Exit 15), from 
Turnpike or Garden State Parkway. 


should this Poble be exploited to 
the detriment of America s high tech 
companies, consumers or businesses 
that rely ‘on computer systems.” 

Addressing the Y2K problem will 
be a top priority for business and the 
U:S. Chamber in 1999. “We urge the 
President, Congress and the legal pro- 
fession to place finding a constructive 
Solution high on their list of New 
Year's resolutions,” Kraus added. 

The mission of the U.S. Chamber 
Institute for Legal Reformy which 
was established in April 1998, is to 
reduce excessive and frivolous law- 
Suits while (storing fairness and bal- 
ance to America’s legal system. The 
US. Chamber of Commerce is the 
world’s largest business federation 
fepresenting more than three million 
businesses’and organizations of every 
‘size, sector and region, 


PURCHASE? 


Advice to end the 
millennium Dale G. Caldwell 


As you begin 1999 you should spend considerable time thinking about} 
where you want to be financially when the 20th Century ends I recom-| 
mend that your financial goals for 1999 include maximizing your net 
lworth. As I have described in previous articles, your net worth can be cal- 
culated by subtracting your total liabilities from your total assets Net} 
worth is the best gauge of wealth You should set a specific net worth goal] 
for the end of the year. For example. you may want to increase your cur-| 
rent net worth by 20%. 

If this is your goal and your current net worth is $100,000 Then you| 
hope to have a net worth o; $120,000 by Dec. 31, 1999 It does not matter] 
whether your is goal is more or less aggressive than a 20% increase Thef 
important thing is that you focus this year on increasing your net worth. 


Why is net worth important? 

Net worth is an effective measure of your financial position. Many| 
people focus on income as the measure of financial success. However, 
income by itself is not a good gauge of financial health because it does not 
take into account expenses. No matter what your income is, if you spend] 
make than you make you will be in financial trouble. 

many African lo not the impor-| 
tance of maximizing our net worth. Instead we focus on conspicuous con- 
sumption. We frequently place more emphasis on having the nicest car orf 
wearing the most expensive clothes than having the highest net worth, 
This focus often puts us one paycheck away from bankruptcy. 

Focusing on maximizing our net worth will enable us to develop al 
financial cushion that will support us in difficult times, help us achieve or} 
financial goals and pass on wealth to future generations. One of the long] 
term impacts of slavery is that African Americans had no wealth to pass| 
lon to future generations. We feel the effects of this even today. 

One way to defeat the legacy of slavery is to behold to develop wealth| 
in the African American community as we enter the 21st Century. 


How do you increase your net worth? 

Before you can increase your net worth you should know what your| 
Inet worth is. I am amazed how many very intelligent people have no idea} 
what their net worth is. To determine your net worth you should 
the value of all of your assets (home savings, investments jewelry, clothes, 
car, etc. ) Once you have determined the value of your assets you should 
total your liabilities (mortgage or neither loans credit card bills, other 
debts, etc.) The difference between your assets and liabilities is your net} 
worth. Do not he depressed if your net worth is negative this as the case] 
for many people. The best way to increase your net worth is to increase the} 
value of four assets while decreasing your liabilities. 

The most effective way to reduce your liabilities is to pay of your| 
debts early. Many people will pay a little more each month to reduce the} 
principal of their mortgage loan and increase their net worth. If at all pos- 
sible pay off your credit card and any other high interest debts that you 
have Every dollar reduction in your liabilities increases your net worth by| 
a dollar. 

You can also increase your net worth by increasing your assets. If you 
invest extra money each month you can potentially increase your net} 
worth by more than a dollar for every dollar you invest (depending on how! 
well your investment does). Another way to increase your assets is toj 
spend less money on conspicuous consumption and more on investing Ask] 
yourself if you really need to pay that much for a car or clothes. Instead} 
lof having these things invest that money to increase your net worth, 

I encourage you to end the millennium on a strong financial footing. 
Set specific measurable goals to increase your net worth As you begin the| 
21st Century you will thank me for recommending that you focus onl 
increasing your net worth. 
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‘ Guaranteed rate 
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1-800-252-8119 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 13 


EDISON — The JFK Medical Center 
will offer a support group from those 
suffering from hepatitis at the Office 
Complex beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
(732) 636-2737 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 14 


MONTCLAIR — The Blood Center of 
New Jersey will hold a blood drive at 
the Montclair Chapter of the 
American Red Cross beginning at 
2:30 p.m. 1-800-BLOOD-NJ. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Robert Wood 
Johnson Medical Center will hold a 
tour of the hospital's maternity 
beginning at 3 p.m, (732) 937-8820. 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 


WARREN — The Greater Plainfield 
Area Chapter of the ARC and New 
Jersey Blood Services will hold a 
open blood drive at Our Lady of the 
Mount 167 Mt. Bethel Rd. - Warren 
from 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. (908) 
756-6414. 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 19 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Robert Wood 
Johnson will hold a support group for 
couples who have lost a child. Call 
(732) 937-8820 for time. 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The New 
Jersey State Bar Foundation, The 
New Jersey State Bar Association 
Elder Law Section and the ARC of 
New Jersey Wil noeponase a froe 
public seminar 


Children’s hospital celebrate Red Ribbon week 


NEWARK — “Winning the Fight 
Against Drugs and Lifelong Effects of 
Substance Abuse” were among the fea- 
tured topics of two drug-free workshops 
sponsored by the miy 
Development Department at Children’s 
Hospital of New Jersey at Newark Beth 
Israel Medical Center during Red 
Ribbon Week, last year. 

More than 470 Newark students in 
grades 5 through 12, and members of 
local youth organizations attended the 
workshops which featured speakers 
Kendell Sprott, M.D., director of gener- 
al pediatrics and community medicine at 
Children’s Hospital and Reverend 
DeForest B. Soaries, Jr., Pastor of the 
Hira Sapte Church of Lincoln Gardens. 

purpose of the Red Ribbon 
Bie cise A provide a unified 
and visible commitment toward the cre- 
ation of a drug-free America,” adds 
Rhonda Smith-McCathem, director of 
community development at Children’s 
Hospital 

‘To commemorate the special occa- 
sion Newark Mayor Sharpe James 
issued a proclamation declaring Red 
Ribbon Week, which has become an 
annual event to celebrate safe and drug- 
free lifestyles. The event brings to light 
the 1985 brutal killing of Drug 
Enforcement Administration Agent 
Enrique Camarena by drug traffickers in 
Mexico. Agent Camarena chose his pro- 


Angela Diaz, MD, Dir. of Mount Sinai’s Adolecent Health Center, surrounded by peer educators at the 30th 
the staff and teens in making the program a succi 


fession because he firmly believed that 
one person could make a difference in 
the lives of others. His sacrifice still 
serves as a catalyst to encourage others 
to make a visible commitment to remove 
drug use from our homes, schools, com- 
munities and the nation. 

Children’s Hospital of New Jersey 
at Newark Beth Israel Medical Center, 


Spouses’ relative domience 
impacts blood presure 


STONY. BROOK, NY — How a 
husband a wife view Rosi bie in the 


dev 
Frontal gleabiltisg and wil bo held 
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the New Jersey 
Law Center, One Constitution 
‘Square.(732) 937-7518 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 22 


TEANECK — Holy Name Hospital in 
conjunction with the Teaneck 
Department of Health and Human 
Services will offer a free Blood 
Pressure Screening from 1:00 p.m. 
to 3:00 p.m. (201) 837-1850. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 23 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Robert Wood 
Johnson Medical Center will hold a 
sibling preparation class for children 
ages three to seven at the hospital 
auditorium beginning at 11 a.m. 
(732) 937-8820. 


MONDAY, JANUARY 25 


CRANFORD — The Mental Health 
Association in New Jersey will offer 
free training to deal with the conflicts 
of mental health at the Cranford 
United Methodist Church beginning 
at 7 p.m. (973) 744-2500. 


BELLEVILLE The Women’s 
Health Center at Clara Maass, in 
cooperation with Berlex 
Laboratories, hosts a free monthly 
support group for women experienc- 
ing menopause. The Menopause 
‘Awareness and Support Group 
meets on Wednesday evenings from 
7 to 8 p.m. in the Women’s Health 
Center at Clara Maass, located on 
the lobby level of the Clara Maass 
Continuing Care Center at Belleville, 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27 


TEANECK — Holy Name Hospital 
will offer a support group for those 
suffering from balance disorders at 
the health service building beginning 
at 7 p.m. (201) 833-7212. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 28 


GREENBROOK — The American 
Red Cross will hold a blood drive at 
the Greenbrook Manor Nursing 
home beginning at 4 p.m. (908) 756- 
6414. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 29 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Robert Wood 

Johnson Medical Center will hold a 

Support group meeting for those who 

suffered from a stroke at the hospi- 

tal's auditorium12:30 p.m. (732) 937- 
20. 
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hasa lot to be with ho ‘ert blood pres- 
sure changes when they express opin- 
ions and try to influence each other. 

According to new research, increas- 
es in blood pressure during an argument 
are larger when one spouse perceives the 
other as relatively dominant, but smaller 
if that spouse considers the other as 
clearly dominant and the argument 
impossible to win or at least not worth 
the effort. 

Writing in the curren: issue of 
Annals of Behavioral Medicine (Vol. 20, 
No. 4) being published this week, 
Timothy W. Smith, Ph.D. Peter C. 
Brown, Ph.D., and Loma $. Benjamin, 
Ph. D., of the University of Utah, say the 
expression of dominance in a marriage 
may have important consequences not 
only for blood pressure but ultimately as 
a risk factor for cardiovascular disease. 

The researchers asked 45 young 
couples to rate how they perceived their 
typical level of dominance or submis- 
sion in their marriage. 

On average, the couples had been 


married four years and had 1.2 children. 

With blood pressure cuffs attached, 
each couple then was told to argue 
opposing positions on how to carry out 
radical teaching staff cuts at a hypotheti- 
cal local school. Disagreement was cre- 
ated by giving each spouse a different 
list of positions to stake out and defend. 

When blood pressure responses 
were correlated with the self-ratings the 
couples had provided, researchers found 
that: 


Arguing with a spouse perceived as 
relatively dominant was linked with 
larger increases in blood pressure than 
arguing with a spouse considered rela- 
tively submissive, but 

‘Arguing with a spouse perceived as 
clearly dominant, where chances of suc- 
cess are considered impossible or not 
worth the effort, resulted in minimal 
increases in blood pressure. 

Despite their findings, Smith and 
colleagues say “any suggestion that the 
psychophysiological correlates of the 
expression of dominance in marriage 
might have significance for cardiovascu- 
lar health must be tentative.” 


Accidentally finding his 
Own problem, pediatrician 
has heart valve repair 


NEWARK — He considers the 
child to be his “guardian angel” - 
and wishes he could remember 
which child. That’s what shock can 
do. 

It started innocuously just 
before Thanksgiving. A boy that Dr. 
Anthony Riccardi was examining 
asked to try the stethoscope. To 
demonstrate how to listen to one’s 
heart, the pediatrician placed the 
stethoscope into his own ears and 
over his own heart. There was an 
abnormal swishing sound. He was 
stunned. He’d had no symptoms - 
and earlier that day the 48-year-old 
physician had run the four-to-five- 
miles he does four days a week to 
prepare for the New York City 
Marathon. 

“My cardiologists quickly test- 
ed me at Saint Michael’s Heart 
Institute,” says Riccardi, who has 
offices in East Orange and 
Bloomfield. “They found a severely 
leaking mitral valve, which controls 
blood to the left ventricle, the 
heart’s main pumping chamber. 
They said not to worry, as a premier 
Saint Michael’s cardiac surgeon, 
Dr.Alain Asher, specializes in 
mitral valves.” 

Five days later, Asher, in a four- 
and-a-half hour operation, repaired 
the diseased valve. Three days after 
that, Dr. Riccardi went home to 


“Though I’m an almost lifelong 
resident of Newark who was born at 
Saint Michael’s, did my medical 
residency and was chief pediatric 
resident there in 1979/80, and have 
admitting privileges, I never had 
been a Saint Michael's patient,” 
Riccardi adds. 

“I can’t praise the experience 
enough. Dr. Asher is a fantastic sur- 
geon. He did the more difficult and 
lengthy procedure of reconstructing 
rather than replacing my valve - 
which means better long-term 
results. As for the Heart Institute 
and Saint Michael’s, the care is 
incredible. I was treated superbly 
by everyone. If any of my family or 


friends get sick, I'll say unequivo- 
cally that there’s no place to go but 
Saint Michael’s.” 

How serious was Dr, Riccardi’s 
problem? 

“We could have waited a few 
weeks,” says Dr. Asher, Surgical 
Director of the Saint Michael's 
Heart Institute who has one of the 
state’s highest patient survival 
rates. “Intensive running may have 
contributed to the deterioration, 
since it greatly stresses the valve 
Leaky valves must be repaired or 
replaced before they damage the 
heart - which can occur prior to 
symptoms.” 

As for choosing the much more 
complex, time-consuming recon- 
struction over replacement, Dr. 
Asher cites two reasons. Most 
important, the heart functions better 
with reconstruction. In replace- 
ment, the mitral valve’s central sup- 
port mechanism cannot be pre- 
served. This weakens the ventricle’s 
inner structure. 

Second, sub: 
come from a pig or are made of 
metal. While metal valves do not 
deteriorate, they require constant 
blood anti-coagulants, which can 
have serious side-effects. Pig valves 
to not have this problem, but must 
be replaced in eight-to-ten years. 

Most cardiac surgeons opt for 
replacement, Dr. Asher adds, 
because repairs are more tedious, 
and the results are predictably good 
only with much experience. 
Virtually all purely leaking mitral 
valves are repairable, he says, and 
an effort always should be made to 
reconstruct them. 

Finally, what's the prognosis 
for Dr. Riccardi’s running? 

“He’ll be able to start running 
again in about eight weeks, and 
slowly build up to his old routine,” 
Dr. Asher assures. “He’s quite an 
indomitable fellow.” 

Adds Riccardi: “Dr. Asher is a 
beautiful person who gave me the 
best Thanksgiving and Christmas 
present possible.” 


to valves either 


an affiliate of the Saint Bamabas Health 
Care System, is the state’s premier hos- 
pital caring for children. With special- 
ized services that include a licensed 

iatric cardiac surgery program, the 
Valerie Fund Children’s Center for 
‘Cancer and Blood Disorders, a state des- 
ignated regional perinatal center, a pedi- 
atric emergency department and pedi- 


New Year's Resolution: Read this survey 
before joining any weight-loss center 


WASHINGSTON — After holi- 
day season splurging, many 
Americans aim to lose weight. 
Unfortunately, most major commer- 
cial weight loss centers use out-of- 
date methods that may do more harm 
than good, says a new survey by the 
Physicians Committee for 
Responsible Medicine (PCRM). 

The group rated ten popular 
weight-loss centers, some of which 


advocate a healthier message than oth- 
ers, Weight-loss centers encouraging 
plant-based meals and overall lifestyle 
changes achieved a higher rating. 
Programs called “outstanding” offered 
low-fat, vegetarian, cholesterol-free 


cooking, nutrition, and stress manage- 


-ee e 


atric intensive care, the hospital is 
uniquely qualified to treat ill and injured 
children from newborn to adolescent 
years. Children’s Hospital of New Jersey 
takes part in major teaching affiliations 
with Mount Sinai School of Medicine, 
New York; St. George’s University 
School of Medicine and the New York 
College of Osteopathic Medicine. 


ment. 
Ranking of oustanding pro- 
ms. Preventive Medicine 
Research Institute (Sausalito, CA.), 2. 
The McDougall Program (St. Helena 
Health Center, Deer Park, CA.), 3, 
NEWSTART Lifestyle Program 
(Weimar Institute, Weimar, CA.), 4. 
Wildwood Lifestyle Center 
(Wildwood, GA.) 
Getting better 
5. Weight Watchers 
Getting Better, but not quite 
here 


tl 
6. Jenny Cı nig, Inc. 


Inches-A- Weigh 
Centers, 


Loss Centers. 10. 
Nutrition & On-Site 


S 
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The Measure of a Man 


“The ultimate measure of a 
man is not where he stands in 
moments of comfort and conve- 
nience, but where he stands 
at times of challenge and 
controversy.” 

MARTIN LUTHER KING IR 

9-1968 

Building a future in part o 
with the communi 
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American Lung 
Association 
announces ‘Ride 
Across America’ 


UNION— Calling all New Jersey 
cycling enthusiasts to the ride of a life- 
time! 

If riding your bicycle across 
America sounds like an exciting adven- 
ture — one that test the spirit and 
endurance of every cyclist — the 

rican Lung Association of New 
Jersey invites you to join its second 
annual “Big Ride Across America,” to 
help raise funds to combat asthma, 
emphysema and lung cancer. 

iew Jersey’s contingent will be 
part of a nationwide group of cyclists - 
more than 500 in all — who will put 
their “mettle to the pedals” June 14 to 
July 31, in a fully supported 47-day 
joumey from Seattle, WA to 
‘Washington, D.C. 

Interested New Jersey cyclists may 
call 1-877-BIG-RIDE for registration 
and information. Each rider will be 
required to raise a minimum of $7,000 
in pledge donations for the ALANJ. The 
Lung Association will assist the riders in 
registering sponsors and provide pro- 
motion materials to help each candidate 
reach their goal. 

The ride is one of the largest cycling 
events ever conducted in the United 
States, cover more than 3,000 miles 
over the majestic mountains of the 
Northwest, across the plains of 
America’s Heartland, onto the sec- 
ondary highways and byways of the 
Midwest and Northeast leading to our 
nation’s Capital. 

Support services include daily route 
directions and maps, personal gear 
transportation, hot meals and showers, 
mobile bicycle shop, medical and tech- 
nical services and laundry facilities. 

‘Big Ride” is not a race. 
Cyclists will travel the route at their own 
pace. There will be time allotted each 
day for refreshment periods and sight- 
seeing. 

If you think you are ready to dis- 
cover a “new” frontier within yourself 
and help children and adults with lung 
disease to breathe easier, take a mement 
today and dial 1-877-BIG RIDE. It 
could be the beginning of the ride of 
your life. 


Billboard 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 14 


NEWYORK — A major exhibition of 
work by colonist and mail artist Ray 
Johnson (1927-95), organized by 
the Wexner Center for the Arts, will 
premiere at the Whitney Museum of 
Art Center for the Arts (212) 570- 
3633 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 


SCOTCH PLAINS — The Union 
County Division of Cultural and 
Heritage Affairs presents original 
works of artists Eugenie Gallery. 
Call (908) 322-6333 for time and 
location. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 


WESTFIELD — The Chorale Art 
Society of New Jersey, Inc. will pre- 
sent a Bach and Handel Concert at 
8p.m. at the Presbyterian Church in 
Westfield on Mountain Ave. at 
Broad St. (908) 740-4171 


NEWARK — The New Jersey Per- 
forming Arts Center (NJPAC) the 
presents composer Foday Musa 
Suso beginning at 7:30 p.m. 1-888- 
GO-NJPAC. 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 17 


NEWARK — Newark Museum will 
host a Black History Month concert 
featuring the One World Jazz 
Ensemble beginning 2:30 p.m. 
(978) 596-6550. 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 20 


PLAINFIELD — Poetry at Plainfield 
Publ TE 8th Street at Park 

-8:30p.m. for infor- 
Pe ee (908) 787-1111. 


Peters Publishes 
Book On 
Zora Neale Hurston 


LAWRENCEVILLE, NJ — Dr. 
Pearlie Peters of Lawrenceville, associ- 
ate professor of English, has had a book 
published by Garland Publishing Com- 
pany on Zora Neale Hurston, folklorist 
and novelist. 

‘The book is entitled The Assertive 
Woman in Zora 
Neale Hurston’s 
Fiction, Folklore, 
and Drama. This 
book explores 
Hurston’s devel- 


Beis iol ST Dr. Pearlie Peters 
S 

Fat Polk E and her home- 

town of Eatonville, FL. on the develop- 

mient of her personal and artistic voice. 

+ Dr. Peters’ study traces the develop- 
ment of Hurston’s assertive women 
characters, the emphasis upon verbal 
performance and verbal empowerment, 
the significance of “down home” south- 
ef humor, and the i ice of an ide- 


ology of assertive individualism in 
Hùrston’s writings. The book also ana- 
lyzes changes in Hurston’s personal 
style. 


; A member of Rider’s English facul- 
ty. since 1990, Dr. Peters’ scholarly 
research has focused on African Ame: 
can literature, 19th-century American li 
erature, and multi-ethnic American liter- 
atire. 

$ This fall she partic 


Southern Writers 


ipated in the 


pa spoke about Eatonville as home and 

rary landscape in Hurston’s fiction 
aa folklore. In addition, she will serve 
as a session leader on the unpublished 
plays of Hurston at the Modem Lan- 
‘guage Association of America conven- 
tion in San Francisco in late December. 

Judith Johnston, professor of Eng- 
lish at Rider, will also speak on Hurston 
at that session. 

Over the years Dr. Peters has con- 
ducted extensive research on Hurston. 
Under a Rider faculty developmental 
grant she studied at the Library of Con- 
gress, focusing on Hurston’s manu- 
scripts and recently discovered plays. 
Dr. Peters has also published numerous 
papers on the life and works of Hurston 
in such _ Publications as The Oxford 


clopedia. In addition, she will be on 
research leave for the 1999-2000 acade- 
mic year to research Dorothy West as a 
short story writer. 

She eared her Ph.D. at the Univer- 
sity of Buffalo and was the recipient of 
wo postdoctoral fellowships - one from 

National Endowment for the 
Hellati (NEH) and the other from 
the Ford Foundation. She also received 
a certificate of bier | ed 
Rider's Student Support Services 
gram for being a member of its Giy 
enhancement council. This year she was 
appointed as a ay member to 
Rider’s Education: ity Pro- 
gram (EOP) Con Advisory 
Board 


Newark Museum celebrates 
achievements of Black Americans 


NEWARK — The Newark Museum has celebrated the achievements of Black 
mericans since its early days. In 1931, it was one of the first museums to mount an 
exhibition devoted solely to the work of African American artists. In the years since, 
shows have highlighted both established and emerging Black artists, and the Muse? 
um has added many works by African Americans to its permanent collections 
Eighteen years ago, the Museum launched an annual series of events in Februs 


memorates its distinguished history of presenting the world’s art and cultural her- } 
itage, beginning with a special salute to the contributions of African Americans in 
the visual and performing arts. x 
Black History Month goes beyond the traditional February observance this year, | 
commencing in January with a full range of programs, including dance, theater and 
musical performances, exhibitions and tours, workshops and films focusing on the 
history, triumph over adversity and achievements of African America 
Kicking off the two months of events, Sunday. January 10 offered a special day 
of programming, I'll Make Me a World: A Century of African-American Artists, that 


teen/WNET, celebrates the extraordinary achievements of 20th century African 
American writers, musicians, performers and visual artists’ who forever changed us 


as a nation and a culture. 


| The movie Family Man will be shown during the celebration: 


Jazz composer Yusef Ali. 


Pan African Film & Art Festival 


returns with ‘Infinite Imagination’!!! 


LOS ANGELES — For six con- 
secutive years, The Pan African Film 
& Art Festival (PAFF) has graced Los 
Angeles with one of the nation’s 


largest Black History Month events. 
1999 will prove no differsat with 
multi-talented. actor/procuccr/direc- 


tor/performer, Malcolm !>mal-Warner 
serving as celebrity host for the 7th 
annual affair. To be held once again at 
the Magic Johnson Theaters and the 
Baldwin Hills Grenshaw Plaza 
Thursday, February 4 through Mo 

day, February 15, 1999, this 
theme is “Infinite Imaginatior 

Explains executive dir tor, 
Ayuko Babu, “With over sever.y of 
the finest features, shorts and docu- 
mentaries being presented from 
around the globe, and the exhibition 
and sale of the works of some one 
hundred prominent and 
emerging Black artists and 
crafts people, the entire scop 
of our event mandates one 
infinite imagination!” 

ales Jama! r 
serves as a most presi 
celebrity host for thi ar 
An 80's icon for u. 

Theo Huxtable for eigi 

the well loved, The Cosby Show, ss 
colm is now seen weekly on the UPN 
series Malcolm & Eddie. A versatile 
and gifted entertainer, Warner’s multi- 
talents include acting, directing and 
producing as well as authorship and 
musical performance. A mainstay in 
the eye of the media, Warner’s posi- 
tive portrayals and accomplishments 
continue to position him at the fore 

front of African American culture. 

In addition to film, fine art and 
unique crafts, the PAFF will offer a 
delectable serving of music, fashion 
and poetry performance art Seminars 
on topics ranging from art to filmmak- 
ing, guided youth tours, and hands-on 


workshops round out the festivities. 
Angela Bassett, director Julie Dash, 
Issiah Washington and producer 
Reuben Cannon are just a sampling of 
the members on the host committee, 
With some 100,000 participants 
attending last year, including celebri- 
ties the likes of Sidney Poitier, Tim 
Reid and Blair Underwood, the Pan 
African film Festival is the definitive 
celebration of the Black experience in 
America and around the world. 

In recognition of the filmmakers’ 
commitment to art and culture, this 
year the PAFF will award 
five newly estab- 
lished film, 
honors. 


categories 

are Best Narrative 

Feature, Best Documen- 

ature, Best Short, Best Student 

nd Audience Award (narrative 
mentary). 


tary 


Pan African Film Festival is 
th st festival in the United States 
de. ted to the exhibition of Black 
film. O»-r 350 films have been 
scree’ ' nce PAFF’s commence- 


ment. The festival has stimulated a 
trend in Black film fests around the 
country. Yet, none can boast the lega- 
cy of the PAFF. Exploring a diversity 

f themes, and covering the vast 
Eeo of the earth, past contributors 
have included Eriq LaSalle, Bernie 
(Casey, Kasi Lemmons, Vondi Curtis 
‘Hall, Euzhan Paley, Mweze Ngangu- 

, Idrissa Ouedraogo, and Charles 
“Bumett to name just a few. PAFF Art 
‘show participants brag the likes of 

ynthia Saint James, Charles Bibbs, 

fathaniel Bustion and Bernard Stan- 
Tey Hoyes, 


$ The Pan African Film Festival is 
Sponsored by AT&T, The City of Los 
ngeles Cultural Affairs Department, 
aldwin Hills Crenshaw Plaza, L.A. 
ounty Arts Commission, Air 
pe American Airlines, Sony 
Entertainment, Magic John- 
on Theaters, Pacific Bell, The Docu- 
‘ment Company, Xerox, Continental 
Plaza Hotel, ARTS, Inc., and the 
L.A. Times. 


Screenings are’ $7.50 for 


screening, recepi 
ment, Forums, Saturday Children 
tivals, Art and Photography Exhibi 
are free. Festival attendees can enjoy a 
special room rate at Continental Plaza 
Hol ie eserves al O 
LAX-HOTEL. For d 


welfsite at www.paff.org 


oseta pror 


Brian McKnight’s new album 
Bethlehem is phenomenal, but the rea- 
son why this musician is making 
strides in R & B’ 
because the music 
repertoire continues to heal the hearts 
of the disheartened, Through his 'yrics 
he mends torn relationships and 
rebuilds ]:x crated spirits. And, through 
the grace of God, things can only get 
better for the happily married, father of 
two. 

CN: We know all know about; 
Brian, the multi-platinum recording 


your childhood like and what type 
of role did your mom play with 
regards to your training as a 


was great. I have no com- 
plaints, Early on my mom was very 
important. So was my dad, just in other 
ways. He’s was the typical dad. so we 
dad “guy” things. It was nice to have a 
mom who knew a lot about singing. 
She taught me things about breathing 
and all of my ear training came from 
her. In fact, when I was a toddler I sat 
in her lap in the alto section of her 
choir. 

CN: What did singing with the 
choir teach you about singing profes- 
sionally? 

Brian: That it’s a team effort. Even 
now, there are mixers and arranger and 
producers; that can make or break a 
project and even though I produce a lot 
of my material, I still have to rely on 
the expertise of a team of other profes- 
sionals. In the choir, it's not just all 
about you either. 


CN: I know that your brother 
Claude was in the group Take 6, have 
you had the opportunity to sing with 
your brothers recently? 

Brian: Not recently, because I've 
been so busy touring, but when 
we were little, we were in 
a barbershop quar- 
tet. It was fun 
singing 


with 
my broth- 
ers, because they ~€, 
had so much talent. It 
made me refine my own 

singing skills. 

CN: You refined them to the point 
of signing a publishing deal with Mer- 
cury when you were only nineteen 
years old. What do you think made 
them sign you out of all of the other 
songwriters out there? 

Brian: Lionel Richie was falling 
off and they. needed someone to take 
his place as a serious songwriter. The 
world was ready for someone to take 
over and start where he left off with 
regards to ballads, real love songs, at 
least sixty or seventy love songs, 


because I needed to hear my thoughts 


aloud, So, I kept writing, What I had in 
my head could best be expressed in 
songs, Eventually the label wanted to 
find gut more about the guy singing the 
song§and you know th 
GN: Tell me a little bit about Brian 
McKnight during the pre-clebrit 
lege years. What were you like? 
Brian: I’ve always been a hard 
worker when I wanted to be - that is 
during my first year of college, I was 
the best student. I didn’t even have 
Bip a girlfriend. AIl I tried to do was 
jy homework and animal social- 
A and I stayed out of trouble. 
My sophomore year, however, was 
difféfent I discovered how much fun 
in a good relationship could be. 
my wife, Julie, in September and 
‘been together since then. 
N: And now what is the relation- 
ike? 
Balan: She’s my closest friend and 
haye two children together. She 
lands the business and knows 
at itfean be messy, but she always 
dersfands and I respect her for that. 
CME Christmas albums are a joy all 
waif around, They get to show your 
and you get to have fun 
Bg with your friends. Wouldn’t 
you Ki a 


True. I’m planning to do 


of a thing going on. David 
‘orf Michael Sembello and Jamie 
ise also committed to the pro- 


going to be a really. good 


Tm excited. phe what's 
me 


z m 


about my job, it 
compli rod vated 


Merhbers of The re Bd Heron: Theatre t to perform at the Newark Museum. 


Clubs 
After-work shin-digs 
Music promotion 
Talent showcases 
| Theaters 
Ef Restaurants 
=S Hot fashion 
Hair shows 


Reach New Jersey's 
lively entertainment 
seekers in 


ARTZ 


Movie houses 

nee, Wednesday 
i a Call 2 3 
= o0e.74 San) 

Peal ins À 


and other entertainment venues 


See John Amos in Halley's Comet at 
NJPAC to benefit Do Something 


|On Wednesday, February 24, i999 at 7 p.m, John Amos 
will be performing his acclaimed one-man show Halley's 
Comet at NJPAC’s Victoria Theater. All proceeds| 
directly support the programs of Newark Do Something, 
Tickets are only $35 and go on sale at the NJPAC box! 
office on December 29. 


|Newark Do Something's goal is to help make Newark al 
highly livable city by helping to deveiop leaders. To| 
that end, we inspire, train, mobilize, and fund young| 
[people and others to measurably strengthen Newark. 


YOU ARE INVITED TO A 


“FREE FUNDRAISER” 
ld 
MA 

e 


Sabin Pautza, 
Music Director 


Saturday, 
ee January 16, 1999 
8:00 pm 
Y E. Piano Concerto #21 
F (“Elvira Madigan”) 
Schubert “Unfinished” Symphony 


P. O. Box 5093 
Plainfield, NJ 07061 
(908) 561-5140 


Massenet Ballet Music from Le Cid 
Christopher Johnson, pianist 


Crescent Avenue Presbyterian Church 
716 Watchung Avenue, Plainfield 
Admission is free! No tickets needed! 
Your voluntary donation will help support the Plainfield Symphony 


This program is supported rt Grant from the Union County Board of Chosen Freeholders, 
Taliani by ic Ditton of Cua! and Haags Mis 


City News 8 


January 13 - January 19, 1999 _ 


Muslim girls 
relocated from 
Christian 
foster home 


LIVONIA, MI. (AP) — After 
more than three months in a Christian 
foster home, three Muslim Iraqi sis- 
ters now are in the care of a Detroit- 
area Muslim leader. 

Arab American religious and 
community leaders had criticized the 
girls’ treatment by their original fos- 
ter parents, alleging that they gave 
them Christian crosses to wear and 
took away their traditional hijabs, or 
head scarves. 

The girls, ages 12, 14, and 16, 
were removed from their parents’ 
home in August after state child wel- 
fare officials accused their parents of 
physically abusing them. 

The girls now live with Imam 
Mohammad Ali Elahi, leader of the 
Islamic House of Wisdom in Dear- 
born Heights, and his wife and three 
children. 

“We give them all the flexibility 
and freedom they want both inside 
and outside our home,” Elahi told 
The Detroit News. “We take care of 
them better than our own children - 
honestly - because we want them to 
realize they are in a safe and warm 
atmosphere. We want to make them 
happy and give them a sense of 
belonging.” 


J xt TENTION ! N 
Churches 

& 
Mosques 


Please send your religious 
editorials 
and calendar events to: 
City News/Attn: Religion 
Dept. 
PO. Box 1774 


‘N Plainfield, NJ 07061 Ti 


Generation X turning away from denomination 


PITTSBURGH (AP) — Some Sun- 
days, 17-year-old Reva Campbell 
leaves her own Baptist missionary 
church in Pittsburgh’s Homewood 
section and worships at the nonde- 
nominational Covenant Church, 
where a youth outreach program fea- 
tures Christian rap played against the 
backdrop of a graffiti-filled faux brick 
wall. 


je’re not into the organs and 
(hymns) that they have all the time in 
some churches,” said Campbell, refer- 
ring to the 100 or so other teen-agers 
who worship at Covenant during the 
Hearts Afire program on Wednesday 
nights. 

Sociologists believe Campbell is 
part of a trend: young black people 
turning away from mainline Christian 
denominations in favor of less tradi- 
tional congregations 

Anecdotes, not statistics, tell the 


Second annua 


NEWARK—Project Re-Direct/ 
Youth & Family Services will honor 
approximately 12 men from the Metro 
Newark area to central N.J. These men 
selected from the corporate, non- 
profits, business, education and reli- 
gious community. What they have in 
common is their demonstrated com- 
mitment to working within their 
respective communities to combat 
child abuse, drug usage, family vio- 
lence, intergenerational incarceration. 
And to promote healthy lifestyles for 
children and their families. They will 
be presented with the “Man of Valor” 
Award on Saturday moming from 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m. January 16, 1999 at the 
Robert Treat Hotel 50 Park Place, 
downtown Newark, N.J. 

Project Re-Direc/Youth & Family 
Services is a non-profit community 
based organization that is committed to 
child abuse prevention, juvenile delin- 
quency prevention, and the restoration 
of the family. Working with children 
and families of the incarcerated and 
developing delinquency prevention ini- 
tiatives for young ‘urban males are 
major aspects of this organization. 
“The partnership of Project Re-Direct 
with dedicated men who represent all 

within 


story best: Youths in search of spiritu- 
ality have grown up outside of the 
civil rights struggle, and they expect 
religion to help them transcend prob- 
lems, not just suffer through them, 
said Renita Weems, a former stock- 
broker who was chosen by Ebony 
magazine as one of America’s top 
female pastors. 

Though Baptist and Methodist 
churches continue to dominate black 
religious life, Weems, who teaches at 
Vanderbilt University in Nashville, 
Tenn., said she has noticed many 
young people seeking God through 
other congregations. 

“Gen Xers want heartfelt, even 


ecstatic religious experiences. And» 


they're not bound by denominations to” 
get it” Weems told the Fee 
Post-Gazette. 

‘A study of more than 30,000 black 
Americans cited by the Post-Gazette 


shows that from 1973 to 1980, fewer 
than 1 percent considered themselves 
nondenominational. By 1996, that per- 
centage had doubled in a survey of 
55,000 black people, the study said. 

Also, a jump in the number of 
blacks joining conservative denomina- 
tions -Apostolic, Holiness and Church 
of God in Christ affiliations -coincided 
with modest declines among Baptists 
and Methodists. 

Chanel Conley, 24, grew up in a 
Baptist family in Philadelphia but 
attended Catholic schools. Now living 
in Pittsburgh, she wound up at the 
city’s Macedonia Baptist Church, 
where she was baptized two years ago. 

But don’t call her a Baptist. 

“My focus was not on the denom- 
ination,” she said. “I saw this as a way 
to get a closer bond with the people I 
had come to love.” 

She said churches need to pay 


more attention to young adults who, 
like Conley, are busy with work and 
college and expect their congregations 
to respond to their needs. 

“We need more options in church 
for socialization, study, and network- 
ing,” she said. 

Weems recently was a lecturer at a 
Vanderbilt seminar on the future of the 
black church. 

“The younger folk are more inter- 
ested in teaching than in preaching,” 
she said. “They are seeking empower- 
ment.” 

At Covenant Church, 21-year-old 
intern Thomas Armstrong, who works 
with teens, said he believes young 
people are drawn to nondenomination- 
al congregations because they are tired 
of being labeled. 

“Tt doesn’t matter to us what you 
call yourself,” he said. “Christ died for 
all.” 


Men of Valor breakfast and awards celebration 


our youths and their families, who are 
in desperate need,” stated Sharon 
Berry, founder/President. 

1 proceeds from the “Men of 
Valor” breakfast will support the Saturs 
day Programs - Education for the year 
2000, and S.I.M.B.A. TI (Single Intelli 
gent Males with Bold Ability) projects 
at the West Side Park Community 
Building, Newark, NJ. As well as con- 
tinuing and expanding on-site pro- 
grams at various schools within the 
Metro-Newark area. 

According to Ms. Berry, “The men 
honored share this organization's 
vision and enhances our mission state- 
ment of protecting children, and restor- 
ing the family. Young males need to 
see men of all cultures and ethnic 
groups working together, being appre- 
ciated and honored. These are the best 
examples possible of the benefits of 
education, hard work and good citizen- 
ship.” 


Everyone is invited to attend and 
support the initiative of Piojoct Re- 
Direct/Youth & Family Se: ‘>> For 
more information and ticket costs, call 
1-888-868-9697. 

Nominees for the “MEN OF 
VALOR AWARD” are the following: 


the Sate of New Jersey will help save 


Donald Payne, Council 
ky Smith/Irvington, Mr. 


Tired of College Basketball? Missing the NBA? 


B-BALL COMMUNITY CLASSIC 


Featuring as Guest Host - New Jersey’s own 


Eric Murdock, NBA Miami Heat 


CHECK THIS OUT! 


ABLE - Alliance of Black Lucent Employees 


Bie SO 
Kappa Alpha Psi Inc. - Plainfield Alumni Chapter 


Plainfield High School 
Sunday, January 24, 1999 
4:00 p.m. 


e Greek Step Show 

e 1/2 Court Shot Contest 
[Prize: 

plane tickets to any U.S. Destination] 


—ALSO— | 


pair of round trip 


Student Tickets in Advanced $3 
Adults in Advance - $5 

$5 for Students at the door / $7 for Adults at the door 
For Ticket Information contact M. Haskins at 908-953-5114 
Students can purchase tickets in their schools’s Main Office 


Become informed about issues, 
concerns and achievements weekly. 
City News stands as an int 
sensible and motivational voice of, 
for and by black and urban 
communities in New Jersey- 


We realize that our future lies chiefly in our own 
hands. We know that neither institution nor friends 
can make a race stand unless it has strength in its 
own foundation, that races like individuals must 
stand or fall by their own merit; that to fully succeed 
they must practice the virtues of self-reliance, self- 


respect, industry, perseverance, and economy. H 


CITY NEWS...helping 
to bring us together 


Vest 1 want to subscribe to 
on the issues and aci 


imeverente of black people. Enclosed ia 


my check for $39 for 52 issues, 


O a yrs 
to: Giy News, PO Bo: 
re Information call (908) 7: 


— Paul Robeson. 


Students who received awards for academic and community achieve- 
ment will be honored at the second annual “Men of Valor” celebration. 


Wah Hudson/Puhlisher/ ust US 
Books, Dr. Charles Bowers/St. Bam- 
abas Hospital/Livington, Mr. Tony 
Peele/Chief Executive Officer/C.A.C, 
Mr. Nathaniel Potts/Bd. President 
DINC/Educational Task Force, Coun- 
cilman Cory Booker, Newark, Mr. Joe 


Chaneyfield/NCC, Rev. Edward 
Smart/lsraei Memorial 
Church/Newark, Mr. Alfred 


Koeppe/PSE&G Mr. Casto Maldona- 
do/President & CEO/Focus, and 
Mayor Jim McGreevey/Woodbridge, 
NJ. 


Plainfield Symphony 
Plans “Free Fundraiser” 


PLAINFIELD— The Plainfield 
Symphony’s next concert will be a 
“Free Fundraiser” to benefit the 
orchestra. The orchestra will per- 
form at 8 p.m. on Saturday, January 
16, 1999 at Crescent Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church in Plainfield. 

Maestro Sabin Pautza, the 
orchestra’s music director, has 
planned a program of familiar 
“hits” from the symphonic reper- 
toire to please both first-timers and 
concert veterans. 

Pianist Christopher Johnson, 
familiar to Plainfield Symphony 
audiences from his sensational 
debut last May, will perform 
Mozart’s Piano Concerto #21 in C 
Major. Known to both classical 
music buffs and a broader audience, 
the concerto’s haunting second 
movement was featured in the hit 
film “Elvira Madigan”. 

Schubert’s “Unfinished,” Sym- 
phony #8 in B minor is also well- 
known and has been a favorite of 
symphony orchestras for genera- 
tions. The program also features 
Massenet’s ballet music from “Le 
Cid,” another familiar and rousing 
standard fr ” 

The “Free Fundraiser” is an 
exciting departure from the. Plain- 
field Symphony’s regular subscrip- 
tion season. Admission to the con- 


cert is free and no tickets are 
required. Instead, the audience will 
be given an opportunity to make a 
voluntary donation to support the 
Plainfield Symphony’s operations. 

The Plainfield Symphony, the 
oldest community orchestra in New 
Jersey, is made up of professional 
and talented amateur musicians. It 
has been bringing outstanding clas- 
sical music to central New Jersey 
since 1919. 

For the January concert, the 
Symphony’s musicians have donat- 
ed their talents so that all funds 
raised may go directly to support 
the activities of the orchestra. 

Even if you have never attended 
a classical mute nets here is 
your out- 


Some 
signs of 
good news 


By Joseph E. Lowery 


(NNPA) — We live in a world 
shadowed by grotesque signs of 
man’s inhumanity, of abuse of drugs, 
violence, racial hatred, greed and dis- 
regard for the sacredness of the 
Lord’s Earth. A friend told me he sel- 
dom, if ever, watches the late news 
because he is guaranteed a troubled 
sleep. 
A few days before the first 
Christmas, messengers from a heav- 
enly orbit told a group of earthly 
shepherds that good news was just 
around the corner. They would see a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloths 
lying in a manger and that would be a 
sign of good news for an opp 
people. The Amen Corer sees some 
signs of good news. 

In the November elections I saw 
a sign of a fresh breeze blown by vot- 
ers. It blew Faircloth and Fob from 
office and sent a clear message to the 
Falwells of religious extremism. 
Good news! Two African Americans’ 
were elected to statewide offices it 
deep South state. One is Georgia's. 
new Attorney General, the other is its 
Labor Commissioner. Thurbert Baker 
and Michael Thurmond were elected. 
with 20 to 25 percent of the white 
vote. A good sign. Even if Brother 
Baker found it necessary to campaign. 
on a law and r platform, it was ‘a 
good sign that white voters w 
support a black for the highest mt 
enforcement office in Georgia, where 
a few years ago the governor wont | 
office by fighting black demonstra- - 
tors with ax í 

In a Midwestern state, a U.S. sen- ' 
ator was elected without the frantic 
fundraising of millions from the usual 
sources. A good sign. Campaign 
finance reform is essential to the sur- 
vival of a democratic form of gover- 
nance. It alone can guarantee the 
right to compete for elective office to 
folks who are not wealthy nor wish to 
hock souls...black or white. 4 

President Clinton has extended , 
his leadership against the prolifera: ` 
tion of guns. Gun shows which sold . 
weapons over the counter, like can * 
‘openers, must come under the Brady + 
Law, and all gun-buyers receive @ 
background check. There’s still work : 
to be done for a waiting period, but 
the extension of background checks ` 
for all guns and gun shows is a good 
sign! Cities like Chicago and New 
Orleans are taking legal action 
against gun makers and 
who flood their streets with these 
instruments of death. A good sign. 

Hospitals can no longer refuse to. 
treat patients who need emergency. 
care unless approved by an HMO. A , 
good sign. Now we must put an end 
to the exclusion of African-American ` 
physicians and other health care’ 
providers from approved lists of > 

(Os. 


Gen. Augusto Pinochet, the fof- - 
mer tyrant of Chile, may not avoid ` 
prosecution for his crimes against. 
humanity after all. The British law , 
lords have declared that he may be -~ 
extradited. A good sign. 

As of this writing there is grow- » 
ing sentiment, even among some 

that 


onene music Aed in your area. 

“Free Fundraiser” will be 
Senar ea at Crescent Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church, 716 Watchung 
Avenue (at East 7th Street), Plain- 
field, New Jersey. Convenient park- 
ing is available. A post-concert 
reception is planned. 

More information about the 
concert and reception may be 
obtained by calling the Plainfield 
Symphony office at (908) 561- 
5140. 


HELP 


1-80-99 AD ADOPT 


1 K Gubi, Commissioner 


the will of the peo- * 
ple ought to be respected and that 
censure may be exercised against the 
President so that the nation may 
move on to more critical issues. A - 
good sign. oI 

‘A. black priest is among thé= 
Roman Catholic hierarchy who may 
be considered for election to the >. 
papacy. A good sign. African Ameri: <27 
cans, workers, students, and members “~ 
of the community of faith showed 
new signs of old unity in the last elec- 
tion. A good sign. Could this signal _ 
the rebirth of the Coalition of Con- “' 
science that precipitated the social 
revolution of the 60s and 70s? 

Finally, ABC’s Nightline devoted 
its entire program on the last evening ~ 
in November to remembering Major ' 
General John Stanford, i died `° 
Nov. 28 of complications related to 
leukemia and cancer treatments. 
Stanford was formerly’ county man- 
ager of Fulton County, Ga. He left 
Atlanta in 1995 to serve as superin- ` 
tendent of the 47,000-student Seattle 
school system. In three years, he led 
the system to a complete turn-around: 

pro: 


munity, and children to believe in 
themselves, Caring is of tremendous 
value in the education process. Night- , 
line’s homage to Gen. Stanford was a; 
good sign. i 

A sign that the all — powerful ,: 
media can care. The celestial messen- 
gers told the shepherds to look in am 
unlikely place for a sign of good 
news. 

Caring can help us find unexpect- „> 
ed good news in unlikely places. 
“And this shall be a sign unto you..’ 

Let the church say “amen!” 


January 13, 1999- January 19, 1999 


Cry News 9 


Bring/mail ads to: 
144 North Avenue 
Plainfield, N.J. 07060 


NORTH CAROLINA HOMES PROJECT 
ATLANTIC CITY, NEW JERSEY 


Spas apaa bom avalia daniga Ft 


‘The Authority reserves the right to reject any or all bids 
‘and to waive any informalities in bidding. 
Bids will be awarded only to the corporation or other enti- 
ty under whose name qualifications, pre-qualifications 


agit be Soropment ol residential community 
Coriing approctnaiely werty (24) singe tardy 


w beginning 
Jdnuary 6, 1999 at 10:00a.m. at the offices of CRDA. 


tha CRDA offices beginning poa iP 
Respondents are required to 

submit meeting tobe haid on Friday, January 8, 1999 at 
10:00 AM. at the offices of CRDA. 


Pfoposals must be received by the CRDA by 4:00 p.m. on 
Wednesday, January 27, 1999. No faxed proposals will be 


‘Questions are to be directed to: 
Edward C. Einhaus, Director of 
Development 
ko Casino Reinvestment 
1014 Atantic Avenue 
City, NJ 08401 
609) 347- 0500 
PENNSYLVANIA HOMES PROJECT 


» ATLANTIC CITY, NEWJERSEY 


ing and other 
j. Corporate affiiates, acy en 
or related entities are not automaticaly 
Te Atay my a 
bearing on the outside the name of the bidder, the 
therein, and the date and time of 
ioana 


REQUESTS FOR PROPOSALS 
The Township of Montclair is seeking proposals from 
developers interested in constructing an affordable 

r senior citizens to be located 
on a 30, 471 square foot Township-owned parcel at the 
intersection of Glenridge Avenue and Pine Street (pre- 
sot eso ponca substation wale Mlpassore 

‘obtaining an information package with 

further detalis should submit a tequost i. ihe 
iment of Planning & Community Development, 
soar Monu, Haani, Hp OTOA, 


is seeking proposals from qualified developers for pre- 
‘construction , construction and marketing activities asso- 
ciated with the pla residential 

Ho sporti ien (15) ei my ondor 
‘win’ style units, to be near North, 
PARA ania Avana in Aard Gy, Now Jay, 
W'desigriated as Qualified Developer, 
required to comply with the requirements of PL. 1975, c. 
127 (NAC. 17:27) (Law Against Discrimination in Public 
Contracts). 


the CRDA beginning 
are to attend a 
tobe heid on Fay, January 8, 1999 at 
14:00 am. at the offices of CRDA. 
Pipposala ust bo recive fhe ORDA by 420 pm on 
Wednesday, January 27, 1999. No faxed proposals will be 


E 8 1908: 
a mandatory 


Garden 
NJ83-2" | '55 Brook Street, Woodbridge - Stem Towers: 
NIŠŠI + 1422 Oak Tree Road, Iselin - Cooper Towers 
Thess 


NYS3-4 555 Rahway Avenue, Woodbridge - Adams 
Towers. 

NUg3-S 19 Martin Terrace, Woodbridge- Finn Towers 
NJ38-7. 460 Inman Avenue, Colonia - Greiner Towers 
TÄS anticipated cost for said bid is estimated at $7,500 - 


Opening. will be held at 10:00 AM (prevailing time) on 
Wednesday. January 20. 1999 at the Administration Office 
ofthe Authority, 10 Bunns Lane, Woodbridge, New Jersey. 
‘Aypre-bid conference will be held at 10:00 A.M. on Friday, 


days, 8:30 AM. to 4:30 PM., excluding holidays. A non- 
relundable charge of $20 in check or money order orm) 
ja tsaga cetah Emcor ana bid documents. 


HELP WANTE 


MAINTENANCE REPAIRER, L.P.L. 


' 
Public Agency seeks experienced 
Maintenance Repairer with plumbing, elec- 
trical, carpentry skills and min. 3 years 
. Must have a L.PL. license. Must be 

highly skilled, Send resume or call Sandra 
Ortiz for an application (973) 365-6752: 

©. Passaic Housing Authority 

~* 333 Passaic St,. Passaic, NJ 07055 

y, Equal Opportunity Employer 


CLERICAL 


b 
The United Methodist Homes of New Jersey 
has an opening for an 30 hr/wk secretary at 
our. newly constructed HUD facility in 
Plainfield. 

Tne successful candidate will have one year 


cessing. Re 

bling forms, typing reports, correspondence 
etc., filing, answering phones, etc. 

Piéase send resume & salary requirements to: 
Director of Human Resources, UMHNJ, P.O. 
Bok 0667, Neptune, NJ 07754-0667. E/O/E 


>. HELP WANTED 


Eam up to $500 per week assembling products at 
“ Info 1-504-646-1700 DEPT. 
NJ~6155 


phone A copy 

may also be obtained in person at the above address. 

Deadine for submission of proposals is February 12, 
1999. 


$31.85 


SEND YOUR 
CLASSIFIED ADS 
TOL. 


City NEWS 
CALL TODAY 


FOR OUR 
LOW, LOW 
RATES 
908-754-3400 


HELP WANTED 


TOWNSHIP OF CLARK 
NEW JERSEY 


Police Otficer - Township of Clark is seeking 

for the position of Police Officer. Starting salary is 

$23,000.00 per yaar. Applicants must be at least 18 
rs old as of January 29, 1999, citizens of the United 

Dane an0 edenis or Dien County. Applicants must 


of Personnel 
Clark is an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


ESO 


LEGAL \O 


a 


buri LOW, LOW 


igent voice for 
intelligent people 


Fax legals to: 
908-753-1036 
24 hours a day 


NEW JERSEYS A 
BLACK AND URBAN 


,; 


the fhursday p prior to the M E of pi 


PO Box 1774. 
Plainfield, NJ 07061 


HELP WANTI:D 


Distributors needed for weekly 
newspaper. Must have a reliable car 
for the following areas: 


SUPERINTENDENT 


We have an opening for a live-in superintendent 
for our new HUD facility (Covenant Manor) in 
Plainfield, NJ. The successful building candidate 
will be responsible for custodial tasks, maintain- 
ing the building environment in a sanitary and 
orderly condition, ae a preventative 
maintenance program, etc. She/he will have at 
least two years’ experience in building mainte- 
nance, ability to work it tly, problem 
solve, etc. 

Please send resume and salary requirements to: 
Director of Human Resources, UMHNJ. 3311 
Highway 34, Neptune, NJ 07753. EOE 


Deadline for publication of legals and classifieds is the Thursday before the 
Wednesday of publication. 


Asbury Park Montclair 
East Orange Neptune 
Elizabeth New Brunswick 
Englewood Orange 

t Paterson 
Irvington Piscataway 
Jersey City Plainfield 
Linden Red Bank 
Long Branch Roselle 
Metro Newark Somerset 


For more information: 
Call City News, Circulation Department 


at (908) 754-3400 


PLAINFIELD RESIDENTS 


EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES 


CONTRACTORS WILL BE LOOKING FOR 
TRADESPEOPLE FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTIONS PROJECTS AT: 


*WASHINGTON SCHOOL 
*EVERGREEN SCHOOL 
*BARLOW SCHOOL 
¢PLAINFIELD HIGH SCHOOL 
CLINTON SCHOOL 


LABORERS, MASONS, CARPENTERS AND 
MECHANICAL TRADES WILL BE REQUIRED 


IF YOU ARE INTERESTED PLEASE MAIL AN 
APPLICATION TO: 


PLAINFIELD PROJECT OPPORTUNITIES 
SUITE 1173 

2560 ROUTE 22 EAST 

SCOTCH PLAINS, NJ 07076 


INCLUDE: NAME, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER, 
TRADE AND EXPERIENCE 


January 13- January 19, 1999 


Discovery is our future. 
Let us discover you. 


At Schering-Plough Corporation, a worldwide research-based 
pharmaceutical company, supporting small, minority and 
women-owned businesses is more than just a matter of providing 
opportunities. We believe that our firm’s success depends on the 
energy and individual creativity that talented SBE/MBE/WBE firms 
can provide. Our ongoing Supplier Diversity Program is forging 


partnerships that will help us remain strong in the coming years. 


For more information contact Yomi Akinode, Program Manager, 


1095 Morris Avenue, Union, NJ 07083, 908-629-3435. 


Sp Schering-Plough 


en ais 


